
20 Under 20 Class of 2008 
 
Brye Balkum is a senior at Campbell High School in Smyrna.  Brye is founder and co-
president of the Campbell High School Junior Humane Society, the fastest growing club at the 
school.  Brye organizes and leads meetings, arranges fundraising efforts, recruits members and 
speaks to community groups.  Brye also serves as team captain for the school color guard and is an 
honors student in the International Baccalaureate program. 
 
Jasenka Basic is a sophomore at Oglethorpe University. A refugee from the Bosnian war 
of the 1990s, Basic has helped over 100 younger refugee children as a volunteer at Refugee Family 
Services in Clarkston. In addition, while still in high school, Basic created a peer tutoring program 
for middle schoolers in Stone Mountain called ―Rise Above.‖ 
 
Grant Bickwit is a senior at Centennial High School in Roswell.  Grant started a Jewish 
Youth Club at Centennial.  During his two years as president, membership doubled, allowing the 
club to become a viable, continuing organization for Jewish and non-Jewish students.  Grant 
connected with a national Jewish youth organization to better serve students. 
 
Gerald Crawford is a senior at Grady High School in Atlanta.  Gerald is a new District 6 
Fulton County Youth Commissioner.  He is one of two youth commissioners to be panelists and 
leaders at the Hands on Atlanta Youth Empowerment Forum. 
 
Daniel Greene is a senior at Roswell High School.  This past summer, he worked for 
Habitat for Humanity.  When massive flooding hit Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Daniel assisted in clean-up 
efforts.  For more than a month, Daniel worked nine hours a day, six days a week as a crew leader 
for multiple crews working on a half-dozen houses.  ABC News learned about Daniel through 
Hands on Disaster Response headquarters and featured him as ABC’s Person of the Week.   
 
Hunter Brock is a senior at Turner County High School in Ashburn. 
Hunter established the Happily Ever After Carriage Company—a horse-drawn carriage company 
utilizing Anheuser Busch’s Clydesdale ―reject.‖  Among his activities and memberships, he is a 
member of the Governor’s Entrepreneurial Summit and Georgia’s State Superintendent’s State 
Youth Advisory Board. 
 
Zach Carrier is a senior at Calhoun High School in Calhoun.   
In 2006, Zach founded the Gordon County Teen Republicans in 2006.  That same year, while 
battling a long term illness that kept him home from school for half his sophomore year, he was 
elected to the board of the Georgia Teen Republicans and served as the North Vice Chairman.  He 
later co-found the National Association of Teen Republicans and later became deputy executive 
director of the ARCHES PAC Project, which aims to place a Republican Club in every high school 
in the U.S. 
 
Devin Iverson is a freshman at Florida A & M University.  As a member of the North 
Atlanta’s ―College Zone‖ program’s newspaper committee, Devin worked to emphasize the need 
for students to get more exposure to colleges and universities.  Devin educates peers on 
community opportunities and shows people how to take leadership roles in school.  Devin is 



District Lead for District 6 of the Fulton County Youth Commission and was involved with the 
2007-2008 Youth Agenda Action Plan. 
 
Michelle Izmaylov is a senior at Alpharetta High School.  She has published a teen novel 
in Russian and one in English, with a third on the way. She donates royalties from the sale of her 
books to medical research and to emergency housing programs such as Drake House in Atlanta. In 
addition, she volunteers as a translator for Russian families seeking medical care and works with 
autistic children through a local program called FOCUS. 
 
Camille Sims is a sophomore at North Atlanta High School.  Last year, Camille 
coordinated a holiday extravaganza for six local shelters for children and teens.  She secured 
donations from many local businesses and found a local teen rapper to entertain guests.  Camille is 
involved in many activities, including junior varsity cheerleading for football and basketball and 
serves as first-chair violinist in her school’s orchestra.  She is the current Miss Fulton County 
Outstanding Teen and Miss Junior Teen USA 2008.   
                                                                                                                                             
Rohan Bhatia is a senior at Centennial High School in Roswell.   
Rohan, an aviator who became certified to fly at the age of 15, began an aviation club in his high 
school.  He volunteers with the Young Eagles, which promotes aviation careers to youth.  Rohan 
also formed a business offering flight training, hot air ballooning and skydiving.  His profits fuel 
work and service to the Young Eagles.  
 
Sarah Hibbard, a graduate of Dunwoody High School in Dunwoody, is a freshman at 
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro.   
Sarah is the founder of ―Dinner’s on Sarah,‖ which solicits donations, organizes and brings dinners 
to the area’s Hispanic homeless population.  Her passion is helping the homeless and has been 
actively involved in projects with her church youth group since the sixth grade. 
 
Vincent James is a senior at Wheeler High School in Marietta.   
Vincent is a drum leader of Wallah, a drumming ministry that teaches children drumming skills and 
mentors and inspires them overall.  Vincent also launched ―Mittens for Mankind,‖ which gathers 
new gloves, hats, scarves and socks for orphaned children. 
 
Antonio Jennings, a graduate of North Atlanta High School, is a sophomore at St. 
Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota.   
Antonio launched the ―Each One Teach One Impact Project,‖ a 501c (3) non-profit that aims to 
assist at risk young and single mothers struggling to educate their children.  More than 200 children 
have completed the program.  Upon completion, the students receive a computer for improved 
grades and behavior, secured by Antonio’s organization through grant writing and fundraising 
efforts. 
 
Sade Law is a freshman at Chamblee High School in Chamblee.   
Inspired by the image of an unknown homeless man she saw sleeping under a bridge, Sade became a 
youth crusader for the homeless.  Her research for a school social studies project led her to begin 
volunteering with Atlanta Urban Ministries working with local homeless women and children and 
raising money for various projects.  As for the man under the bridge, Sade, with her family, 
befriended him and assisted with getting him help at an alcoholism treatment center.   



 
Brandon Mack, a graduate of Lithonia High School in Lithonia, is a junior at 
Jacksonville University in Jacksonville, Florida.   
Brandon, a graduate of the Naval Junior Reserve Officers Training Leadership Academy, is founder 
of Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) at Lithonia High School, which develops and 
promotes projects for the American Red Cross, AIDS Awareness Week, the March of Dimes and 
more.  The club helps teens from making disastrous decisions such as suicide, drunk driving, and 
selling and using drugs. 
 
Brianna Mack, a graduate of the Academy of Richmond County in Augusta, is a 
freshman at Emory University in Atlanta.   
Brianna is an Augusta Chronicle reporter with multiple published articles in its Teen Xtreme 
section.  She served on her school’s Model UN and is a youth leader in Augusta Urban Ministries. 
 
Arielle Parnes-Katz is a senior at Druid Hills High School in Atlanta.   
In 2007, as part of the Environmental Club of Druid Hills High School, Arielle organized Fall Fest, 
a benefit concert for the non-profit group Trees Atlanta.  The concert raised more than $1,000 and 
helped increase awareness about environmental issues.  This year, Arielle worked on Fall Fest II, 
with the goal of increasing the educational components of the event. 
   
Juan Quintero, a graduate of Duluth High School in Duluth, is a freshman at Georgia 
Tech in Atlanta.   
Juan launched the Latino Club at Duluth High School, to encourage Latino students to go to 
college.  He was student class president, president of the Key Club and an executive committee 
member of JUNTOS Latino Club.  He was selected for the University of Georgia Latino Leadership 
Program and Gwinnett County’s Leadership Teen Summit. 
 
Jordan Schwartz is a sophomore at Atlanta Girls’ School in Atlanta. 
Jordan is founder and artistic director of the fully functioning 501c (3) Children’s Bilingual Theater 
after determining the need and forming a roundtable with business leaders, educators and Cobb 
County Commissioners. Jordan raised $30,000 for the theater to serve as a teaching tool for 
English as a Second Language students and students learning Spanish. After being diagnosed with 
Turner’s Syndrome – a genetic disorder – Jordan continues to maintain a full schedule. 
Performances are held in recreation centers, schools, and the theater has performed in venues 
including Fernbank Museum, Sheltering Arms, The Margaret Mitchell house and Camp Twin 
Lakes. Jordan is a literacy advocate and volunteers with the Governor’s Council on Developmental 
Disabilities. 
 
  
 


