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Michael Asmelash, a graduate of Tucker High School, is a freshman at the University of Georgia.  Michael has excelled as a participant in JA 
Fellows.  As president of his student company, JUMP, he led a team of diverse students to the North American JA Company of the Year Competition.  They won 
2nd place, in addition to receiving the FedEx Global Access Award and appearing on CNN. 
  
Veronica Coates is a senior at Booker T. Washington High School in Atlanta.  Veronica has volunteered to improve the lives of girls.  She helped 
create a workshop for adult service providers that showed how to provide youth-friendly services.  Veronica co-wrote a play, produced a video and led 
discussions with more than 100 adults about current issues in health education.  She also served as a camp facilitator and, with seven other girls, developed a  
comprehensive camp for middle school girls.  Veronica built relationships with partner agencies, arranged the schedule, planned logistics, designed promotional 
materials, facilitated workshops and coached campers in writing. 
  
Brian Duffy is a sophomore at Lambert High School in Cumming.  Brian has been a triathlete for eight years. When he was 12, he was inspired by an 
Ironman triathlete with ALS, or Lou Gehrig‟s disease.  Brian went on to raise money for research and he founded the Run for Life 5K, an annual event in 
Cumming that has raised more than $30,000 in three years to benefit the Emory ALS Center.  Brian continually educates others about ALS, from speaking at a 
local Kiwanis meeting to writing school essays and research papers.  
  
Alyssa Joy Eidbo, a graduate of Westminster, is a freshman at Auburn University.  Alyssa is an animal lover who plans to study veterinary medicine 
at Auburn.  She was National Reserve Champion in Young Adult Grand Prix Dressage, an Olympic equestrian sport.  Alyssa owns and operates EidboStudio, a 
company that makes show-quality miniature tack for model horses.  She raised and trained five assistance dogs for Canine Companions for  
Independence.  While a student at Westminster, Alyssa created and was co-president of the Tea Club, a group that met regularly to discuss politics, current 
events and literature.  
  
Ryan Ernstes is a junior at The Walker School in Marietta.  While in the 8th grade, Ryan founded and organized a charity race called the Hot Lips Hustle 
5K.  The race combined her love of running with a desire to help children who, like herself, were born with a cleft lip or palate.  Proceeds from the annual race 
in Marietta go to The Smile Train, a non-profit organization that funds surgeries for cleft children worldwide.  Ryan and her family manage the race, which has 
raised enough money to fund surgeries for 95 cleft children.  
  
Marquita Gaines is a senior at Marietta High School in Marietta.  Marquita is a founding member of the FACE Foundation, Inc., a new nonprofit 
organization formed with the desire to assist families in the sickle cell  
community and to raise awareness of the disease in the mainstream media. She serves inspirationally as president of the Youth Advisory Committee for the FACE 
Foundation‟s youth group and also volunteers at the American Red Cross and the Atlanta AIDS Walk. 
  
Ivy Gann is a senior at Eastside High School in Covington.  Ivy started a non-profit organization named “One Dollar, One Can, One Day,” with the goal 
of replenishing local food banks by collecting canned goods and cash on a designated day in schools, churches, and businesses. She serves as spokesperson for the 
project and is fully responsible for the website, publicity and overall growth and development.  Ivy is passionate about feeding the hungry and has plans to expand 
her program to other communities in Georgia. 



Cortez Harris is a senior at McNair High School in Atlanta.  Cortez is committed to improving his community and the lives of other young people 
through service and leadership. He is the founder of Christ Restoring Youth Ministries in DeKalb County and volunteers extensively at the DeKalb County Board 
of Health. He serves as vice president of Men of Distinction at McNair High School, chaplain at the Katherine Brown Youth Chapter 371, and also holds a 
leadership position with the Order of the Eastern Stars youth group.  
  
Cristina Jennings is a junior at North Atlanta High School in Atlanta.  Cristina is the founder of Tweens Fighting Hunger, an organization which helps 
churches and local food pantries keep food on their shelves. To date, Tweens Fighting hunger has collected over 100,000 pounds of nonperishable food items to 
help the less fortunate. Cristina recruits volunteers, makes site visits to assess needs, and organizes food drives. She is also a mentor and tutor at the Each One 
Reach One program and volunteers at Hosea Feed the Hungry.  
  
Leo Jia is a junior at Roswell High School in Roswell.  Leo was awarded „Counselor in Training of the Year‟ at the Wills Park Summer Camp in 2008 and 
received the Presidential Call to Service award the same year. He represents Roswell High School on the county level as the junior representative on 
Superintendent Cindy Loe‟s Advisory Council and serves as the junior representative on the Local School Advisory Council. 
  
Michelle Lee is a junior at Joseph Wheeler High School in Marietta.  During the summer, Michelle taught English and computer skills at a local 
refugee center. She also raised funds for trip to Burma, where she taught English and flute to music students. She is co-founder of her school‟s Helping Hands 
Club, which held a clothing drive for refugees, among other activities. Michelle is principal flutist with the Georgia Youth Symphony Orchestra, and is first in her 
class at Wheeler‟s magnet science and technology program. 
  
Miranda Lynch is a sophomore at Ben Franklin Academy in Atlanta.  After visiting South Africa in 2008, 13-year-old Miranda founded a nonprofit 
aimed at helping people in a remote Zulu village help themselves. The nonprofit, called Isipho, has raised more than $10,000, helped plant vegetable gardens, and 
delivered educational materials and teacher training to local schools. Miranda also is an aspiring film director and is working on a documentary about the people in 
the Zulu village helped by her nonprofit. 
  
Megan and Morgan McCall are freshman at Arabia Mountain High School in Lithonia.  Twin sisters Megan and Morgan, age 14, joined with their 
younger sister Madison to form a singing group, fashion line and a charity. Their nonprofit organization, Kids Saving Kids, collects stuffed animals to give to 
children who are hospitalized during the Christmas season. The girls were featured in the book, “A Girls Guide to Achieving in the Arts.” 
  
Nicholas Middlebrooks is a junior at North Atlanta High School.  Nicholas is a founding member of Achieving Higher Levels, a student-run t-shirt 
company. Although he is one of the youngest members, he led the company‟s largest and most profitable job making custom t-shirts for Coca-Cola. Nick is active 
in Create Your Dreams, an after school leadership program. 
  
Lisa Paige is a senior at Booker T. Washington High School in Atlanta.  Lisa has made an indelible mark as the Fulton County Youth Commission 
District Leader for District 5. The youth commission is a program empowering high school students to become actively involved in the local government process. 
Through her work, she has organized and hosted youth symposiums and traveled to New York, Washington, D.C., and Germany. Through her visit to  
Germany, she established a Pen Pal Program to bridge the gap in communication with youth leaders across the world and is charged with establishing a similar 
program in China. She is a member of BTW Freedom Writers Mentoring Program with Kilpatrick Stockton. 
  
Anna Taylor is a senior at Holy Innocents Episcopal School in Atlanta.  Anna is dedicated to helping the people of Haiti not only with the disaster 
recovery efforts after years of devastating hurricanes, but she is also committed to reducing Iodine Deficiency Disease through her work with University of Notre 
Dame on the Haiti Salt Project. That project is focused on methods of iodizing salt throughout the country through innovative methods to help stem the tide of 
mental retardation and deficiencies in thyroid glands of children in Haiti. For this, she raised more than $1,000 to create a brochure to identify salt ponds along 
the Haiti coastline. 
  
Tiffany Vernon is a senior at Grady High School in Atlanta.  In just over one year since moving to the metro area, Tiffany has made her mark in the 
community. Recognized as a leader and communicator by her peers, Tiffany has developed her communication skills beyond the traditional and through the 
dynamic medium of sign language. She launched the first-ever sign language club, which teaches others sign language through business connections such as the 
Georgia Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf and Emory University. 
  
Ana Vianei is a sophomore at Marietta High School.   She is founder of For the Love of Africa, which from concept to execution raised $4,500 to build a 
well in Burkina Faso, Africa. To reach this goal, she managed a team of peers to help her hand-sew, market and sell their original T-shirt designs in school and 
throughout the community. Each shirt takes more than one hour to make. Ana also spearheaded the Global Youth Service Day campaign which resulted in 25 
student groups completing their own service projects last April. 
  
Melody Yin is a senior at Northview High School in Duluth.  Melody is co-founder of Take a Swing Inc., a non-profit that teaches tennis to 
disadvantaged children from economically challenged communities. Founded in 2007, the organization has been featured on The Today Show, and has been 
awarded multiple grants, including an award from Nike. The organization goes beyond teaching tennis by mentoring and teaching invaluable life skills, such as 
positive attitudes, and cooperation.  


