
 
  
Rocco Amorosso is an 8th grader and attends both Frank N. Osborne Middle and Mill Creek High schools in Hoschton. Rocco became an 
entrepreneur at the age of 10. He mainly provides affordable math tutoring to various grade levels. Also an avid volunteer, Rocco enjoys giving his time to Hall 
County animal shelter. He has also donated more than a foot of hair to Locks of Love. Rocco is sitting out this football season to take on three high school 
courses. 
  
Max Barab is a sophomore at Pace Academy in Atlanta.  Max has raised $13,000 for natural disaster victims both nationally and internationally. He was 
inspired into action by a televised Haiti earthquake relief concert, and has since built a fundraiser from the ground up. Max and his friend Sam Schaffer collected 
donations of both items and money and held a sale that generated $8,000 for Hope for Haiti Now.  
  
Mackenzie Bearup is a senior at Rivers Academy in Alpharetta.  Having been diagnosed with Reflex  
Sympathetic Dystrophy/Complex Regional Pain Syndrome, an extremely painful neurological disorder that has no cure, Mackenzie’s first philanthropic effort 
filled the entire library at the Murphy Harpst Children’s Center for severely abused children. She has also collected more than 44,000 books, which were donated 
to homeless shelters in six states and started her own non-profit, Sheltering Books Inc., to promote her various book drives.  
  
Marcus Benning is a freshman at Duke University and a graduate of Redan High School  in Stone  
Mountain. He was the CEO of a leadership program called P.I.L.O.T. in which he organized a school and  
Neighborhood Watch. He lead students in organizing facts and information on allegations that the district failed to aid his high school in on-going problems, 
organized a committee that researched facts on school maintenance and upkeep, and analyzed the need for school renovations based on schools renovated with 
similar infrastructures.  
  
Taylor Bullock is a 2010 graduate of South Paulding High School in Douglasville. When Taylor’s father told her about a fellow officer who became a 
paraplegic and died after being hit by a drunk driver, Taylor planned The Fallen Officer 5K in honor of the officer. She enlisted corporate sponsors, secured a 
location, mapped the race route, found entertainment, designed T-shirts and signs, and handled race publicity. Taylor raised more than $7,000 for the cause 
which was enough money for the family and the Cobb County Honor Guard to attend a Memorial ceremony in Washington, DC. 
  
Ashley Bureau is a freshman at Virginia Tech and a graduate of North Gwinnett High School in  
Suwanee. Ashley, a dedicated athlete, founded the Student Athlete Leadership Program during her senior year. After participating in the IDEALS Leadership 
School during her junior year, Ashley and two other seniors were able to  
facilitate the program to include 40 student athletes undergoing a curriculum geared toward personal development.  Her initiative also lead to the integration of 
SALT into the IDEALS program, with 100 programs scheduled throughout Georgia in 2011 with the support of Wal-Mart with plans to expand across the 
Southeast.  
  
Stacia Burke is a junior at South Gwinnett High School in Snellville.  During her junior year, Stacia launched South Peer Mentoring, a mentoring 
program for lower-classmen at her high school. Stacia’s mentoring  
program involves upper-classmen mentoring lower-classmen as positive and accountable role models. It provided public and motivational speaking opportunities 
for upper-classmen. Stacia’s leadership garnered a faculty sponsor and administrational recognition all since the beginning of this school year. 
  
Natalie Cook is a senior at DeKalb School of the Arts in Atlanta. Natalie writes stories, stage plays, movie scripts, and plenty of poetry. She is captain of 
the Def Poets Society at her school, and she is co-founder of a non-profit called The Official Atlanta Youth Slam Team, which leads writing and performance 



workshops to select candidates for Brave New Voices, an international poetry festival.  
  
Ashley Dalton is a senior at The Lovett School in Atlanta. Ashley is the founder of the Sustainable Farming  and Agriculture Project in Ecuador. She first 
found inspiration for her project after spending the summer of 2009 on a CARE International trip in Ecuador.  In the summer of 2010, Ashley and three other 
Lovett students embarked on a service mission to build a greenhouse in Siempre Verde, a cloud forest in Ecuador. While there her group also helped build a 
community garden, worked in the fields, fixed a solar shower and promote teacher training.   
  
Presley Davis is a senior at Lambert High School in Suwanee.  Presley is a survivor of cardiovascular disease and open-heart surgery. She became 
involved in Go Red for Women during her sophomore year with the goal of promoting education of the disease that is the number one killer of women in 
America. She has promoted the program on television and radio, and has organized a “Go Red for Women Day” at her school for the past two years. 

  
Tate Hutwagner is a senior at Columbus High School in Columbus.  Tate organized an effort to grow,  
harvest and donate produce to Feed the Valley Food Bank that services more than 240 soup kitchens and homeless shelters in the Columbus area. Tate and a team 
of volunteers endured the intense heat of last summer to take on this garden. The effort netted 10,423 pounds of produce, including tomatoes, zucchini, 
cucumbers, sweet potatoes and cabbage donated to families and others in need.  
  
Andi Kezh is a fourth grader at Oak Grove Elementary School in Atlanta.  Andi was born with a cleft lip and palate. Now age 9, she has survived nine 
surgeries. The experience led her to help other children around the world who suffer from cleft lips and palates and cannot afford the life-saving surgery to 
correct it.  Andi launched a Facebook page for the cause and within just a few days of launching the page, she raised enough money for two surgeries. Through a 
donation page she set up through Smile Train, she has since raised enough money for surgery for 18 children. 
  
Austin Laufersweiler is a freshman at the University of Georgia and a graduate of Lassiter High School in Marietta. Last year, Austin created 
SPECTRUM, or Students Promoting Equality and Justice Through a Respectful and United Movement. As president, he successful launched several campaigns, 
including Day of Silence and Think B4 You Speak. He has taken his message of safer schools to college campuses and town halls, calling on educators to step up as 
advocates for all youth. He has also undertaken anti-bullying efforts, which brought him to Capitol Hill last March, where he lobbied for the Safe Schools 
Improvement Act and the Student Non-Discrimination Act.  
  
Isabelle Marsh is a junior at Alpharetta High School in Alpharetta. Working with GivingPoint, a non-profit in Atlanta that provides at-risk students 
with education, training, a caring environment and graduation planning tools, Isabelle launched GivingPoint Charter Club in Alpharetta High School. She led the 
movement of “GivingPointers,” who help get people more involved in their communities and schools. Isabelle also applied for and received a grant from 
America’s Promise/AT&T to create innovative technology on mygivingpoint.org. 
  
Chase Maxson is a junior at Grady High School in Atlanta. During 8th grade, Chase created his first  
entrepreneurial venture Wild Lollies. With no cooking or baking experience at all, he created chocolate lollipops with an assortment of flavors such as 
cheesecake, blueberry, s’mores and key lime pie. With sales from Wild Lollies, Chase raised more than $800 for Project Open Heart, providing school supplies 
for homeless students at Inman Middle School. He brought Wild Lollies to Grady and uses the funding for Trees Atlanta.   
  
Devon Montgomery is a senior at Stone Mountain High School in Stone Mountain. Devon provides cheer to new friends and hospital patients as a 
project leader at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. Devon has coordinated arts and crafts and other support strategies – including playing games – as a means to 
provide encouragement to cancer and other hospital patients in hopes they can have a fulfilling life despite their trials. He, too, began to devise the same strategies 
with his mother, who suffers from a malady.  
  
John-Jordan “Shockley” Nunnery is a junior at St. Pius X Catholic High School in Atlanta. Seeing firsthand the life-changing impact of clear vision, 
Shockley decided to help people who couldn’t afford to go to the eye doctor as he had. He began collecting old eyeglasses from friends and family to donate to 
missionaries going on medical trips to developing countries. He then enlisted a group of friends, family and other volunteers and soon collected 1,000 pairs.  He 
has formed a partnership with the Georgia Lions Lighthouse Foundation. 
  
Chelsie Restrepo is a senior at Bacon County High School in Alma.  As a 7th grader, Chelsie raised $1,070 to help a fellow 4Her’s family after they fell 
on hard times. She also began the effort “Helping Hands Healing Hearts,” raising $2,000 to refurbish a playground used by the Department of Family and 
Children Services for supervised  
parental visits of children in custody.  For two summers, she also held a summer camp for DFACS children. She  
collected more than 400 gift bags and organized a Ms. Winter Wonderland Beauty Pageant, raising more than $3,000.  
  
Andrew Stadler is a senior at Lambert High School in Suwanee.  Andrew co-founded and serves as vice  president of the student leadership board of the 
non-profit called Flood. Flood has served meals, built and repaired homes, assisted the elderly, picked up trash, and served as the starting place for many students 
to learn how to selflessly give their time for the benefit of others. This effort has led to overseas service projects in which Andrew built homes and helped fund the 
education of other young people around the world. 
  
Dannieka Wiggins is a junior at Spelman College and a graduate of Cooperative Arts High School. Dannieka is the founder of Haiti In-Tents, 
which is dedicated to providing tents for displaced Haitian families. She established an account at a local bank to deposit funds collected for the tents, and secured 
a debit card to make online purchases. So far, she has helped 20 Haitian families with tents by coordinating shipments through a partnership with a local minister. 

  

 


