
 
 
Julia Abelsky is a Junior at North Springs Charter High School. Julie started Operation Smiles, a 
community service initiative that, in the past two years, has raised over $2000 and provided 480 holiday 
gifts to children at Dunwoody Springs Elementary School. To distribute the gifts, she also plans an annual 
holiday party where they make cards, decorate cookies and discuss the importance of giving and 
receiving. This year, the project is expanding to two other area elementary schools and has also grown to 
include bringing smiles to patients at the Children’s Hospital of Atlanta and work with the American Red 
Cross.  
 
Tiffany Anderson is a Senior at Carver High School. After conducting extensive research on childhood 
obesity and related bullying, Tiffany developed The Garden Club, an 11 week, holistic program, 
designed to support girls ages 9-12 who have a BMI greater than the 95th percentile. Targeted 
specifically to the needs and culture of her Southwest Atlanta neighborhood, Tiffany has enabled 20 girls 
to build a strong foundation of positive self-esteem and self-image through writer’s workshops, healthy 
cooking, exercise, journaling, positive affirmations and meditations, community service and mentorship.  
 
Oluwatumise (Tumise) Asebiomo is a Senior at Valdosta High School. Tumise organized a fashion 
show called, Glamour and Glitz: A Red Carpet Affair, that raised over $1400 to benefit local homeless 
students. Junior and senior girls modeled their former prom or homecoming dresses to the community at 
a September afternoon soiree held at a local hotel. Tumise garnered donations from formal wear shops 
so that every girl who wanted to model had a dress and the male escorts had tuxedos. She also gathered 
sponsorships, providing the venue, make-up and hair preparations, gift cards, decorations, and food. 
Tumise is in the IB Program at Valdosta High School and studied for 3 years in Nigeria before moving to 
Georgia.  
 
Nina Brante is a Senior at Allatoona High School. Nina founded Strength In Stiletto's, Inc., a non-profit 
organization that promotes academic achievement and community service for girls.  In March 2011, Nina 
created and managed the 1st Annual Prom Dress Consignment sale at Allatoona High School to help 
provide an affordable and memorable Prom for all girls. Over 350 dresses were available for purchase, 
along with shoes and handbags. Unsold dresses were donated to girls in need and event proceeds 
supported academic and athletic programs at two local high schools. Nina is also a Young Alderman for 
the City of Acworth, a student mentor at Allatoona High School assisting with a suicide prevention 
program and a cheerleading coach for elementary students. 
 
Peter Bryant is a Senior at The Westminster School. Peter started the Douglas Bryant Jr. Fund at The 
Lionheart School, in honor of his brother, who was a founding student at the school that serves children 
with autism and other challenges of communicating and relating. He organized an event that raised all of 
the funds for a needed Occupational Therapy room and equipment. His event, an estate sale, raised over 
$14,000, and received matching funds from an anonymous donor to raise his total giving to over $28,000. 
Peter is also a writer and editor for the Westminster newspaper, captain of the varsity tennis team and a 
lector at his church. 
 
Cesar Chavez is a Senior at Carver High School. Cesar led an awareness and fundraising campaign 
for his school to earn funds to pay for service learning activities, including transportation and supply costs.  
Due to his efforts, nearly 100- students this year will have the opportunity to feed the homeless, teach 
under-served elementary school children, build a community garden and deliver food to disabled senior 



 
 
citizens. Cesar is the President of Rock of Escape Warriors, Vice President of Carver Health and 
Sciences Student Government, soccer team captain and a member of National Honor Society and Beta 
Club.   
 
Kyle Cobb is a Sophomore at Henry W. Grady High School. One year after receiving a life-saving 
organ transplant, Kyle founded Kyle’s Kids, a foundation to help children facing renal failure. Kyle’s Kids 
helps children on dialysis by bringing awareness to their individual situation, raising needed funds for a 
transplant and educating the African American community about the need for organ donation. Kyle was 
also awarded Camper of the Year at Camp Independence, a camp for children with kidney diseases, for 
voluntarily giving of his time to provide company to children who still endure dialysis.  
 
Jevan Hutson is a Senior at Whitewater High School. Jevan is the 2011-2012 school coordinator for 
Whitewater High School’s Pennies for Patients, benefitting The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). He 
is directly responsible for leading his peers at Whitewater to donate approximately $40,000 over two 
years, raising enough money to support an LLS-funded researcher for more than 9 months and making 
Whitewater the top fundraising public high school of over 750 involved in LLS’s Pennies for Patients 
campaign. With a goal of raising $30,000 this year, Jevan has the potential to impact thousands of blood 
cancer patients and their families. 

Nicole Izmaylov is a Freshman at Alpharetta High School. Nicole Izmaylov is the published author of 
three books, including the bestselling Dart and the Squirrels, a humor chapter book. She won the Georgia 
Author of the Year Award in 2010 for her acrostic poetry picture book, Ronnie and BB.  In 2009, she 
organized two book signings to raise money for Lily Anderson, a young girl with cancer. She also 
collected one thousand books, each with a sticker about Lily, which were sent to hospitals all over 
Georgia. She is currently starting a publishing club at her school called the Alpharetta Quill and enjoys 
volunteering her time to read stories at Georgia libraries.  

Will Mathison is a 6
th

 Grader at Hightower Trail Middle School. Will began writing a book in the 
fourth grade. The 270-page thriller, The Battles of Liolia, was published in February 2011 and is an 
action-packed adventure of a young boy on a journey to seek answers to his parents’ disappearance. In 
honor of Will’s best friend whose little brother who has been fighting Leukemia for three years, all 
proceeds from the book go to Shallowford Falls Elementary School’s Relay for Life team. Will has raised 
$2,700 to serve Cobb County cancer patients and survivors. His second book in the series will be 
available soon. He was also an emerging author speaker at the Decatur Book Festival. 

Gabrielle Moore is a freshman at Spelman College and a graduate of Atlanta Girl’s School. 
Gabrielle launched her unique Bears for Babies project after developing an appreciation for first 
responders in light of their efforts to save the life of her father who passed away in 2000. The project, 
currently with nonprofit status pending, offers hope and happiness for young children ages five and under 
who have experienced the loss of a parent, especially a military or first responder parent. She has 
donated more than 200 teddy bears, with each one personalized with the name of the deceased parent, 
and has expanded her concept to five Atlanta-area counties.  
 
Madison Murphy is a Freshman at Peachtree Ridge High School. Madison planned and hosted “party 
for a purpose” which has raised over $1000 in two years to benefit The Foster Children’s Foundation.  



 
 
She has also used the party as an way to collect items for soldiers and also raise money for the Leukemia 
Foundation. She also serves on The Foster Children’s Foundation’s Junior Executive Board, facilitating 
the donation of prom dresses and other needs for foster kids and working to plan events like a haunted 
house, 4

th
 of July parties, and an Easter Egg Hunt.  

 
Charles Orgbon is a Sophomore at Mill Creek High School. Charles is the founder and CEO of a 
grassroots environmental action and advocacy organization, Greening Forward. Through Greening 
Forward’s Earth Savers Club Program, 6,000 students from 28 partner school across eight states have 
responded by recycling 10 tons of waste, planting 32 trees, saving 86,000 gallons of water and so much 
more. The Earth Savers Club curricula connects environmental service to academic standards, thus, 
building relevancy between the real world and what students learn in the classroom.  

Alleah Salone is a Junior at Atlanta Girls’ School. Alleah provided flowers to over 100 families on 
Mother’s Day through an initiative she founded called Mothers Legacy. Her Mother’s Legacy gardening 
component donated vegetables so that 20 local families could create a vegetable garden. Alleah also 
serves on the Teen Counsel for the Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) where she has chaired 
and organized several significant fundraising events. With a love of international travel, Alleah has 
traveled to places such as Vienna and Ecuador and has been chosen to serve as a leader and mentor in 
a local elementary school in Kenya next summer. 

Ellie Smith is a Third Grader at Smoke Rise Prep. Eight-year-old Ellie Smith started Happy Wagon Co. 
in an effort to raise funds to purchase wagons for Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. In place of 
wheelchairs, these wagons serve as a means of transportation for children in the hospital. Ellie’s 
inspiration came from seeing photos of her baby sister Stella Kate being transported in a wagon at 
Children’s and wanting to make sure there was one for every patient. With an initial goal of raising funds 
for twenty wagons by December 2011, Ellie is working to surpass this amount by collaborating with local 
hardware stores to get wagons at cost and raising funds by hosting lemonade stands and selling t-shirts.   

Katie Stanwick is an 8
th

 Grader at Ridgeview Charter Middle School. Katie started Girls Who Make A 
Difference, a volunteer organization serving children’s and family non-profits in Sandy Springs, GA. In the 
first summer, more than 25 middle school girls volunteered at 35+ non-profit events, assisting more than 
2000 families and logging more than 3500 volunteer hours in the first year. Katie has been heavily 
recognized in her community, including receiving a proclamation by the Mayor of the City of Sandy 
Springs. Katie has recently been chosen by the Target Corporation to be an Our Generation Doll, made in 
the image of real girls doing great things in their community. The Katie/Our Generation Doll package tells 
Katie’s story, encouraging young girls to create their own community volunteer organizations.  

Stanley Stewart is a Senior at McNair High School. Stanley is a teen leader in VOX’s JUSTGeorgia 
Initiative, a program that brings young people’s voices to the legislative agenda of rewriting our state’s 
juvenile code. By facilitating workshops for kids in foster care, detention facilities and programs, Stanley’s 
authenticity and commitment to youth voice help teens speak up about their experiences and lives. In 
addition to including the often under-represented voices of adjudicated youth in our city, Stanley also 
contributes his own informative articles, in both traditional and new journalism formats, to the VOX 
Newspaper and website for 90,000 Atlanta teens to stay up-to-date on the laws that affect them as minors 
in Georgia. 
 



 
 
Ugonna Ume is a Senior at Stephenson High School. Ugonna created Stephenson Outreach Program 
to help other students at the school become active participants in community service projects. She 
created a schedule of events each month, as well as coordinated with various organizations and recruited 
students daily through morning announcements and homeroom visits. Ugonna was selected as a 
member of DeKalb County’s Youth Commissioner Program, giving top DeKalb students an opportunity to 
meet other elected officials and enhance their leadership and articulation skills.   

Hannah Walters is a Sophomore at Oconee County High School. Hannah wrote, designed and 
published a children’s full-color hardback story book, Safety with Bee A Buckler, teaching children the 
importance of wearing a safety belt. In the last two years she has read the book to over 4,500 children, 
distributed over 500 copies of the book and has been a guest speaker at National Safety Conferences 
involving youth in highway safety. Governor Nathan Deal signed a proclamation naming Labor Day 
Weekend, “Bee a Buckler Safe Driving Weekend” in Georgia and even had his picture taken with Hannah 
and the “Bee” mascot.  

Lucy Zhang is a Junior at Wheeler High School. Lucie received the 2010 Georgia Affiliate of the 
National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT) Aspirations in Computing award for 
getting more girls involved in robotics and working with programming software. As a leader in Robo-chix, 
Lucy organizes events at local libraries and schools where the robotics team can show off their robots 
and stimulate interest in robotics at an early age. Passionate about helping the elderly, she volunteers 
weekly at two assisted living communities in Marietta, playing piano, games and other activities. Also a 
member of Wheeler’s Leadership Club, she is responsible for the Wheeler Community Service Hours 
program and helps with collecting, inputting and displaying the school’s service hours. 

 

 
 


