
 
 

Malcolm Barnard is a junior at Johns Creek High School. Malcolm was in middle 
school when he started planning projects with the National Wildlife Federation. In less 
than two years, he has led Johns Creek in becoming the 60th certified National Wildlife 
Federation Community Wildlife Habitat in the nation, and only the 2nd such community in 
Georgia. As a finalist in the Cox Conserves Heroes Awards, Malcom used his $1250 
award to give mini-grants to schools in Johns Creek for their habitat gardens. 

 

Mohini Chakrovorty is a senior at The Walker School. After attending a sustainability 
summit, Mohini got inspired to compost. She founded and established a composting 
program using her school’s kitchen waste for the school’s vegetable garden. The first 
compost dirt was used in the school’s garden last fall. When the crops are ready, they 
use the fruits and vegetables back in the school kitchen. When she’s not composting, 
Mohini is actively involved with the after school educational program VOX 
Communications as a staff writer and columnist and serves on its board of directors. 

 
Sara Dada is a senior at Wheeler High School.  Several years ago, one of Sara’s 
friends was diagnosed with Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a very debilitating and 
painful disease.  Sara founded a non-profit organization called Give Hope: RSD, to raise 
money for research for this little known neurological disorder with no cure. She collected 
over $700, which surpassed her $500 goal, by selling wristbands and is currently 
planning a 5k run to benefit the organization. She has been a voluntary camp counselor 
during the summer at Camp TEAM where children ages 4-11 with mental and physical 
disabilities get specialized assistance.   
 

Derek Guyton is a senior at Langston Hughes High School. A young entrepreneur, 
Derek founded N2WAG3, a business that deals with computer repair, support and web 
design.  Derek is passionate about technology and this passion has led him to attend 
Cisco Networking Academy at the Fulton Institute of Technology every Tuesday 
afternoon following the school day at Langston Hughes High School.  Cisco is one of 
the top networking companies in the world of technology. Derek wants to develop a 
group of student technologist to assist with technology issues teachers have on a daily 
basis.  
 
 
 
 



 
Mary-Pat Hector is a sophomore being Homeschooled. Mary-Pat is the author of 
“Easy Street Ain’t So Easy,” a novel she turned into a sold-out production exploring the 
topics of child cruelty, sexual abuse and bullying. The winner of numerous national 
accolades, she launched Youth In Action USA, a nonprofit that has spread its message 
across the United States through a group of teens and college students aiming to solve 
community issues together. Mary-Pat also spends a great deal of time on the road 
spreading her motivational messages to kids across the nation. 

 
Sylvester Johnson is a senior at Northgate High School. Along with volunteering at 
the statewide R-Word rally and taking a pledge to personally not use the word, 
Sylvester has started a campaign at his high school to eliminate the use of “retard” 
from everyday speech and promote the acceptance of all people. As one of Special 
Olympics of Georgia’s Youth Leaders Educating Others About Disabilities (YLEAD), 
Sylvester assisted in daily activities at the 6-night camp Special Olympics holds for its 
Georgia athletes and continues to volunteer with Special Olympics.  

 

Garland Jones is a junior at A Beka Academy. As founder of Bountiful Bags, Garland 
is focused on alleviating hunger in metro Atlanta’s resettled refugee communities. With 
the help of a team of 40 volunteers, Bountiful Bags has provided food for more than 
1,000 refugee children and their families. When he’s not organizing food drives, he’s 
hoping to impact youth through “Make Life Count,” a series he wrote, directed and 
produced as CEO of Phileo Productions. The series – now on tour and available on 
video and in books – uses multimedia experiences aimed at youth to help instill positive 
behavior, problem solving, and leadership.  

 

William LeGate is a Senior at Walton High School.  William has started a company, 
Imagination Research Labs, and has created over a dozen apps which have been 
downloaded a combined total of over 4.5 million times. William's apps have been 
downloaded by 1 in every 16 teenagers in the United States, have been alluded to on a 
show on the Disney Channel, and have been featured in major publications such as the 
New York Times. One of William's apps, Game Giveaway, reached the second top 
selling spot in the entire App Store, getting more downloads than billion-dollar brand 
apps such as Facebook and Groupon.  

 
 



 
Jori Marshall is senior at The New Schools of Carver, School of Health, Sciences, 
and Research. Through Jori's involvement with Giving Point, an international nonprofit 
organization that encourages youth to pursue their passion and become actively 
engaged in their community, Jori was inspired to found STANDOUT, which assists high 
school students with identifying and developing community service opportunities.  As 
president of STANDOUT, Jori is responsible for seeking out community service 
opportunities for students.  Because of her involvement with Giving Point and 
STANDOUT, Jori was selected as the Community Service Ambassador at her high 
school.   
 
Maya McFadden is a senior at Mt. Zion Magnet High School.  Maya founded and 
organized an annual community benefit concert, Touching Hearts through Performing 
Arts.  The annual concert is targeted towards raising awareness of the homeless 
student population in her community as well as the lack of financial support given to the 
performing arts department in her community. In the first year of the concert, Maya 
raised enough money to sponsor thirteen homeless students and their families.  Maya 
has long been an active community volunteer, donating her time to such groups as 
Hosea Feed the Hungry, Habitat for Humanity, Boys Who Dare, Youth Teacher for 
Children Church and her church nursery.   
 

Robert Moore is a senior at Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School. As founder and 
organizer of “Kicks for Kids,” Robert aims to spread goodwill and generosity by 
collecting shoes for the needy one sole at a time. He developed a shoe drive for 
wounded children, teens and adults at a U.S. military hospital in war-torn Afghanistan, 
bringing in about 500 donations. Prior to that, he collected about 300 pairs of shoes for 
The Compass School in Kenya. 

 
Noah Newman is a junior at Riverwood International Charter School.  Noah started 
Kicking for Autism in honor of his brother who has autism.  Kicking for Autism brings 
together children with Autism and Asperger's Syndrome to participate in soccer and 
soccer clinics, an activity which is often out of reach for many of them.  The foundation 
enables the kids to do things that ordinary kids do and interact socially with other 
children in similar situations.  In developing Kicking for Autism, Noah as worked closely 
with Autism Speaks, the largest fundraising and support organization of autistic kids.  
 
 
 
 



 
Sagar Patel is a junior at Perry High School. When his English teacher was 
diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer, Sagar helped organize the Angels for Angie 5K 
race. Sagar brought the project to the Perry High School Beta Club, arranged 
everything from online registration and T-shirts to road closures, and raised over 
$10,000 for the teacher and her family.  
 
 
Dekeeven Perry is a senior at Booker T. Washington High School, School of 
Health, Science, and Nutrition. Dekeeven is the president of the Kappa League 
organization at his high school, where he developed a mentoring program facilitating 15 
members of his organization to regularly visit local elementary schools, providing 
tutoring and leadership for African American males in grades 3-5.  An avid volunteer, 
Dekeeven has accumulated over 350 hours of community service. 
 
 
Ana "Bridget" Reyes is a junior at Marietta High School. Saddened by the 
achievement gap for her Hispanic peers, Bridget formed a chapter of HOPE 
(Hispanic Organization Promoting Education) at her high school. She recruited a 
team of leaders, won administrative support, and built a school-wide following 
through creative events and programs to address this cause. Bridget has also 
been involved in large-scale community events, starting a community garden and 
serves as a “Big” in the YELLS mentoring program. 
 
 
Raja Selvakumar is a junior at Milton High School. Raja is a Davidson Fellow and 
a BioGENEius Challenge finalist. In his project, “The Implementation of a Gastro 
Microbial Fuel Cell in Capsular Nanorobotics,” Raja developed the Gastro Microbial 
Fuel Cell (GMFC). His research was inspired by the problem of powering nanobots 
used to repair damaged tissue in the digestive system.  In 2012, he was recognized 
as one of the top ten high school inventors in the country.   
 
 
Olivia Strader is a junior at Lovett High School.  Thanks to Olivia's leadership, the 
partnership between Lovett High School and the Agape Community Center ("Agape") 
has grown immensely.  Lovett is now the largest supporter of Agape's Thanksgiving 
Basket Giveaway. Olivia also created, planned and implemented a special weeklong 
summer camp for Agape's middle school girls. Olivia recruited about 20 volunteers 
and worked with Lovett faculty and staff to create a summer camp with a curriculum that 
explored self-esteem, respect, compassion, friendship, and reputation.  
 
 



 
 
Rachel Van Dyke is a junior at Lambert High School. At the age of 8, Rachel 
founded the Special Twists Cheerleading Squad, a non-profit co-ed program open to all 
special needs participants ages 4 and up.  Special Twists team members perform at 
local events with the North Metro Miracle League, have cheered at the Special 
Olympics, and even performed at a Hawks and Thrashers game. Special Twists and 
Rachel have garnered extensive press and has been featured in the Northside Woman 
community circular, Inside Cheerleading magazine, and Parenting Special Needs 
magazine. 
 

Willa Wang is a junior at Houston County High School. Willa is founder of HOW, 
which stands for Helping Out the World and is dedicated to promoting education locally 
and globally. Among the many HOW projects, it provides free tutoring at a public library 
in Centerville, Georgia. Willa also founded a book club at Antebellum Grove, a senior 
citizens home. This spring, Willa hopes to raise funds for Darfur Dream Team, which 
empowers refugees through education. 

 
Freedom Wright is a senior at Holy Innocents Episcopal High School.  Freedom, a 
former foster child, held a backpack drive at Holy Innocents' Episcopal School to ensure 
that foster children in sixth grade and up would have access to backpacks, either new or 
gently used.  The drive benefited the Foster Care Support Foundation. This project to 
assist older foster children helped earn her a Girl Scout Gold Award with Girl Scouts of 
Greater Atlanta. Freedom was named a “Hometown Hero” by the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, was interviewed by Donna Lowry at 11Alive, and has been a Whiz Kid and 
Standout Student in local media. Freedom works regularly with the foster care program 
at the distribution center and has inspired others to work with the program as well. 
 
 


