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Veda	Balaji,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	(21CL)	sophomore	at	Lassiter	High	School	in	Cobb	County,	started	
the	organization	“Kids	Help	Kids”	in	2013	as	an	11-year-old,	in	order	to	help	children	in	Oklahoma	who	
were	affected	by	a	destructive	tornado.	Veda	went	door-to-door	in	her	community,	reached	out	to	her	
friends	and	neighbors,	and	approached	local	businesses	with	her	flyer.	She	was	able	to	get	five	
businesses	to	sponsor	her	first	3K	fundraising	event	and	Kids	Help	Kids	raised	$2,500	for	the	Oklahoma	
community.	That	same	year,	Kids	Help	Kids	raised	over	$1,500	for	the	Philippines	after	a	typhoon	hit	the	
country.	She	organized	two	more	3K	races;	the	October	2014	race	benefitted	education	for	girls,	and	the	
January	2016	race	benefitted	victims	of	the	Chennai	flood	in	India.	Since	its	founding,	Kids	Help	Kids	has	
raised	nearly	$10,000	to	aid	children	around	the	globe	whose	communities	and	families	have	been	
disrupted	by	natural	disaster.	Veda	attended	the	21CL	Summer	Youth	Leadership	Institute	at	Goizueta,	
is	a	recipient	of	the	President’s	Volunteer	Service	Award	signed	by	former	President	Barack	Obama,	and	
a	Georgia	youth	representative	for	Save	the	Children.		

Roopsha	Bandopadhyay,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Milton	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	
developed	the	Greenway	Wildlife	Guide	mobile	application	for	the	Big	Creek	Greenway	Trail	in	her	
community	to	educate	the	public	on	wildlife	habitats	and	encourage	environmental	education.	Roopsha	
has	volunteered	over	300	hours	to	develop	and	design	the	app,	as	well	as	research	the	72	species	of	
plant	and	animals	found	along	the	Greenway.	Her	free	mobile	app	has	currently	reached	over	100	users.	
Roopsha	also	designed	and	compiled	a	55-page	electronic	notebook	documenting	her	application	and	
activities	completed	by	the	City	of	Alpharetta	to	earn	certification	from	the	National	Wildlife	Federation	
(NWF)	as	an	eco-friendly	green	community.	In	addition	to	her	commitment	to	environmental	education,	
Roopsha	built	a	wildlife	habitat	garden	for	use	as	an	outdoor	classroom	at	a	local	elementary	school.	
Roopsha	attended	21CL’s	summer	leadership	institute,	EarthCare,	which	inspired	her	environmental	
stewardship,	is	a	co-captain	of	her	school's	Science	Olympiad	club,	president	of	the	in-school	peer	
tutoring	program	in	science,	and	volunteers	at	the	Chattahoochee	Nature	Center.		

Amal	Bhatnagar,	a	senior	at	Northview	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	the	founder	and	president	of	
First	Aid	for	All,	a	non-profit	designed	to	alleviate	medical	inequality	of	the	underprivileged	domestically	
and	internationally	by	sending	first	aid	kits	to	those	in	need.	While	volunteering	at	hospitals,	Amal	
realized	that	millions	of	people lack	direct	access to	basic	healthcare	and medical	resources	after	he	saw	
underserved	patients rushed	in	for	preventable infections	had	a	first aid	kit	been	available.	He began	by	
handing	out	medical kits	to	members in	his community	and	has since	organized	trips	to	Jamaica and	
India	and	served	over	1,100	individuals.	 As	a	social	entrepreneur,	Amal	created	an	international	
network	of	more than	300 official	members	through	10	high	schools,	two universities,	humanitarian	
organizations,	and	multi-national	corporations	to	innovate humanitarian	operations.	From	working	with	
Microsoft	and	presenting	at	City	Council	and	hospitals	to	inspiring	a	petition	in	California,	Amal	is	
mobilizing	the	community	to	open	its	eyes	to	medical	inequality.		



Amal Bhatnagar, a senior at Northview High School in Fulton County, is the founder and president of 
First Aid for All, a non-profit designed to alleviate medical inequality of the underprivileged 
domestically and internationally by sending first aid kits to those in need. While volunteering at 
hospitals, Amal realized that millions of people lack direct access to basic healthcare and medical 
resources after he saw underserved patients rushed in for preventable infections had a first aid kit 
been available. He began by handing out medical kits to members in his community and has since 
organized trips to Jamaica and India and served over 1,100 individuals.  As a social entrepreneur, Amal 
created an international network of more than 300 official members through 10 high schools, two 
universities, humanitarian organizations, and multi-national corporations to innovate humanitarian 
operations. From working with Microsoft and presenting at City Council and hospitals to inspiring a 
petition in California, Amal is mobilizing the community to open its eyes to medical inequality. 

N'Naserri	Carew-Johnson,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Westlake	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	the	
founder	and	President	of	Strength	Over	Society	and	Friends’	Birth	Connection.	Strength	Over	Society	is	a	
movement	dedicated	to	providing	a	safe	space	for	youth	to	tackle	social	issues	while	impacting	their	
community	through	service,	an	important	initiative	inspired	after	she	lost	two	of	her	friends	to	suicide.	
N’Naserri	founded	Friends’	Birth	Connection	in	2009,	after	years	of	sharing	gifts	with	children	in	local	
shelters	whose	birthday	corresponded	to	her	own.	In	2016,	she	expanded	Friends'	Birth	Connection	to	
Ghana,	West	Africa	in	partnership	with	the	Village	of	Hope	orphanage	in	Akara.	Joining	forces	with	Delta	
Sigma	Theta	Sorority,	Inc.	and	Omega	Psi	Phi	Fraternity,	Inc.,	N'Naserri	launched	Friends'	Birth	
Connection-Ghana	with	a	"Candyland"	themed	birthday	party	for	the	250	children	at	Village	of	Hope.	
Her	partnership	with	VOH	includes	funding	monthly	birthday	celebrations	for	the	children	and	a	full	
sponsorship	of	an	eight-year-old	girl,	Melody,	with	whom	she	shares	the	same	birthday.		Through	
N’Naserri’s	organization,	Melody’s	tuition,	school	supplies,	uniforms	and	all	other	annual	expenses	will	
be	fully	covered.	A	21CL	Youth	Ambassador,	N’Naserri	is	also	a	2016	Disney	Dreamer	of	the	Year,	
Westlake	Class	President,	and	owner	of	her	own	product	line,	Creez	Creations.		

Alviez	Chagan,	a	senior	at	Grayson	High	School	in	Gwinnett	County,	started	a	non-profit	tutoring	center	
in	2015	called	Education	Station,	which	aims	to	help	newly	arrived	immigrants	from	Afghanistan,	
Pakistan	and	India	adjust	to	the	American	culture	and	school.	Students	get	one-on-one	tutoring	on	a	
weekly	basis	at	their	community	mosque.	As	an	immigrant	himself,	Alviez	understood	the	challenges	
each	student	was	facing	and	the	magnitude	of	greatness	each	of	them	could	achieve.	Education	Station	
now	has	over	50	students	in	grades	K-6	in	two	different	locations	and	over	20	volunteer	high	school	
student	tutors	and	mentors	participating	in	the	program.	Education	Station	also	helps	the	immigrant	
parents	by	communicating	in	their	language	about	their	student's	progress,	advising	on	how	they	can	
help	their	child	with	assignments	at	home,	and	providing	translation	as	needed	from	teacher	to	parent	
and	visa-versa.	He	has	future	plans	to	expand	the	program	to	Alabama	and	Tennessee	and	to	help	a	
larger	audience	secure	a	better	future	for	themselves.	

Sekou	Foley,	a	senior	at	Mount	Pisgah	Christian	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	the	founder	and	CEO	of	Faith	
Apparel	Company,	which	launched	in	April	2016	and	sells	3M	reflective	backpacks	and	jackets	online.	
The	company’s	brand	represents	faith	in	people	and	trust	in	the	process,	while	promoting	Sekou’s	own	
personal	faith	of	Judaism.	In	its	first	six	months,	Faith	Apparel	Company	had	over	$97,000	in	revenue	
and	moved	6	weeks	of	inventory	over	the	Black	Friday	weekend.	With	a	mission	of	promoting	a	lifestyle	
of	positivity	and	giving	back	to	others,	Faith	Apparel	Company	gives	10%	or	its	profits	to	two	different	
organizations:	the	Sandals	Foundation	for	Caribbean	Children	and	the	Anti-Defamation	Jewish	League.	
Sekou	has	applied	marketing,	inventory,	and	distribution	concepts	from	his	business	management	class	
to	develop	his	company	and	business	strategy.	Sekou	has	recently	hired	on	an	employee	to	process	and	
ship	orders,	while	he	continues	to	manage	all	other	aspects	of	the	company.	Sekou	plans	to	attend	a	
four	year	university	in	the	fall	and	will	continue	to	run	his	e-commerce	business	as	a	college	student.	



Dalton	Green,	a	senior	at	Gordon	Lee	High	School	in	Walker	County,	is	an	advocate	for	agricultural	
education	across	Georgia	and	creator	of	the	Farm	to	Fork	Camp	at	Chickamauga	Elementary	School.		
Through	12	years	in	4-H	and	5	years	in	Future	Farmers	of	America	(FFA),	he	has	held	a	variety	of	
leadership	positions	at	the	local	and	district	level.		Through	his	years	of	agricultural	leadership,	Dalton	
established	the	annual	Farm	to	Fork	camp	in	2015	that	educates	children	on	plants,	animals,	
conservation	topics,	veterinary	care	and	how	our	food	gets	from	farm	to	fork.	At	the	state	level,	Dalton	
has	served	on	many	boards	for	cattle-related	organizations	and	currently	holds	office	as	Chairman	of	the	
Georgia	Junior	Cattleman’s	Association	and	President	of	the	Georgia	Junior	Hereford	Association.	He	has	
traveled	the	state	for	annual	conventions	and	competitions	and	has	participated	in	speaking,	livestock	
judging	and	career	development	events.	He	has	received	the	Georgia	State	FFA	Degree	for	completing	
300	hours	of	Supervised	Agriculture	Experience	(SAE)	work	and	over	50	hours	of	community	service.	
Dalton	plans	to	attend	UGA	in	the	pursuit	of	an	Agriculture	Education	degree	to	continue	sharing	his	
passion	with	young	people	and	perhaps	become	your	Georgia	Commissioner	of	Agriculture	one	day.	

Edward	&	Xavier	Holliday,	a	senior	and	junior	at	the	Westminster	Schools	in	Cobb	County,	are	the	co-	
founders	of	Brothers	4	Literacy	&	Life,	a	non-profit	organization	targeting	education	equality.	The	non-
profit	was	created	in	honor	of	their	great-grandmother	Geraldine,	who	had	a	passion	for	literacy	and	
giving	back.	Their	mission	is	to	equip	underserved	youth	around	the	world	with	educational	materials	
and	life	resources	to	enlarge	their	love	for	learning	and	ensure	their	success	in	years	to	come.	Brothers	4	
Literacy	&	Life	solicits	donations	of	used	books,	clothes,	shoes,	school	supplies	and	monetary	resources	
to	help	fulfill	a	"needs	list"	for	an	underserved	school.	On	one	mission	trip,	they	donated	over	1000	lbs.	
of	books	and	a	combined	850	lbs.	of	clothing,	school	supplies	and	computers	to	a	small	school	in	
Manchester,	Jamaica.	As	a	result,	the	literacy	rates	at	that	school	have	increased.	They	have	also	
partnered	with	a	local	school	to	help	improve	the	literacy	rates	of	students	in	non-English	speaking	
families	and	are	currently	working	with	schools	in	Tanzania	and	Kenya.	Together,	they	mentor	other	
young	men	who	have	also	grown	up	in	single	parent	households.	Edward	aspires	to	be	an	orthodontist	
and	Xavier	a	sports	broadcaster.		

Alexis	Law,	a	junior	at	Terrell	High	School	in	Terrell	County,	is	changing	the	statistics	of	teen	health	in	her	
community	through	outreach	and	education.	Alexis	began	her	leadership	experience	as	a	volunteer	at	
the	Lily	Pad	Child	Advocacy	Center	in	Albany,	GA,	which	conducts	forensic	interviews	and	provides	
resources	and	victim	services	for	children	who	have	been	physically	and	sexually	abused.	As	a	Terrell	
County	Student	Ambassador	and	President	of	Quest	for	Change,	Inc.	Youth	Leadership	Council,	Alexis	is	
actively	campaigning	to	raise	awareness	of	the	health	crises	prevalent	in	Terrell	County,	which	has	a	
50%	teen	birth	rate	and	80%	STD	incidence	rate	among	young	adults	aged	15-19,	one	of	the	highest	in	
the	state	for	rural	counties.	Alexis	has	educated	over	800	of	her	peers	through	appearances	on	local	
news	stations	to	discuss	Teen	Pregnancy	Prevention	and	the	impact	of	sexual	health	on	the	community,	
and	planned	rural	health	fairs	and	organized	events	at	Albany	State	University	for	local	teens.	Alexis	
aspires	to	attend	Georgia	Southern	University	in	Statesboro,	Georgia	as	a	Nurse	Practitioner.	



Patricia	(Patti)	Mitchell,	a	junior	at	Colquitt	County	High	School	in	Colquitt/Brooks	County,	is	the	owner	
and	creator	of	Patti’s	Peas	&	Pecans,	a	seasonal	business	offering	healthy,	homegrown	produce	to	local	
customers.	She	is	passionate	about	quality	food,	and	believes	that	everyone	in	her	community	should	
have	easy	access	to	healthful	snacks	and	produce.	The	main	causes	of	death	in	Brooks	County	are	heart	
disease	and	diabetes,	with	nearly	40%	of	Colquitt	County	residents	living	below	the	poverty	line.	In	
addition	to	making	healthy	produce	available,	Patti	is	able	to	save	surplus	crops	from	going	to	waste	by	
harvesting	the	excess	from	local	farmers,	with	their	permission	of	course.	Patti	picks,	processes,	markets	
and	directly	sells	her	product.	While	her	business	is	seasonal,	Patti	is	planning	ahead	to	expand	the	
volume	and	variety	of	her	produce,	reach	more	customers,	strengthen	her	relationships	with	farmers,	
and	recruit	additional	help	for	harvest	season.	Thanks	to	Patti’s	entrepreneurship,	more	families	can	
enjoy	nutritious	food,	and	farmland	resources	are	fully	optimized	for	abundant	harvests.	

Cecily	Mohammed,	a	junior	at	Chattahoochee	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	the	co-founder	of	
“Project	Think	Pink,”	a	non-profit	charity	that	raises	funds	and	awareness	for	breast	cancer.	Cecily	was	
in	sixth	grade	when	the	project	began;	both	founders	had	lost	a	loved	one	to	breast	cancer.	She	and	her	
club	members	started	raising	funds	by	selling	pink	donuts	at	Taylor	Road	Middle	School	every	Friday	
morning	in	October	for	Breast	Cancer	Awareness	Month.	Over	the	length	of	their	middle	school	career,	
Cecily	and	her	club	members	raised	over	$3,000	and	organized	several	schoolwide	“pink-outs.”	Now	in	
high	school,	they’ve	hosted	an	annual	gala	at	The	Venetian	Room	in	downtown	Atlanta	for	the	past	
three	years.	With	this	event	and	other	fundraisers,	Cecily	has	raised	over	$10,000,	with	proceeds	going	
to	the	Atlanta	2	Day	Walk.	Cecily	also	raises	awareness	and	funds	for	her	cause	is	by	leveraging	her	
position	as	North	Fulton’s	first	female	kicker	on	a	high	school	varsity	football	team.	She	garners	pledges	
towards	her	game	kicks	with	each	pledge	being	donated	to	Atlanta	2	Day	Walk.	Cecily	also	co-founded	
#yougotthis,	an	organization	that	mentors	fifth-graders	as	they	transition	into	middle	school.	Cecily	
plans	to	continue	her	mission	of	raising	awareness	and	finding	a	cure	throughout	the	completion	of	her	
high	school	career.	

Skylar	Nicholson,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Central	Education	Center	in	Coweta	County,	is	an	
entrepreneur	who	applies	her	creative	talents	to	charity	work	and	social	awareness	through	her	
company,	Skylar’s	Fairy	Tale	Celebrations,	and	the	public	service	announcements	she	creates.	Skylar’s	
Fairytale	Celebrations	provides	a	custom	character	experience	for	children	at	corporate	events,	charities	
and	private	parties.	Her	company	employs	nine	contracted	professional	actors	as	well	as	a	contracted	
photographer.	To	date,	her	company	has	performed	over	130	events,	while	donating	over	900	hours	of	
volunteer	service	for	charity	events.		Partnering	with	the	non-profit	Family	Patterns	Matter,	Skylar	also	
created	and	produced	a	public	service	announcement	titled	“Only	You	Can	Stop	Bullying.”	She	
incorporated	60	students	as	extras	in	her	project,	and	found	crew	members	from	local	video	technical	
programs	at	Clayton	State	University	and	Central	Educational	Center.	The	PSA	aired	in	South	Georgia	on	
NuLink/Wow	Communications	for	a	year,	reaching	approximately	20,000	viewers	each	time	it	aired.	The	
PSA	also	aired	in	local	school	systems	and	at	Girls	and	Boys	Clubs	of	America	to	raise	awareness	
regarding	bullying.	Skylar	is	a	21CL	Youth	Ambassador	and	attended	Turner	Voices	Youth	Media	institute	
and	the	National	Academy	of	Recording	Arts	&	Sciences’	Grammy	Camp	in	LA.	Skylar	is	an	aspiring	video	
production	journalist,	and	wants	to	impact	the	world	by	creating	intriguing	video	material.	



Festus	Ojo,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Westlake	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	an	outstanding	
young	leader	both	inside	and	outside	of	the	classroom,	and	the	co-founder	of	Non-Stop	Leadership	
Group,	a	teen	leadership	organization.	As	an	Executive	Director	for	the	Nonstop	Leadership	Group	
(NLG),	Festus	is	aimed	at	impacting	the	community	through	the	tenets	of	youth	empowerment,	
community	service,	and	entrepreneurship.	Within	a	year,	NLG	has	recruited	fifty	members	and	has	
successfully	started	initiatives	to	minister	to	the	homeless,	raise	awareness	for	lupus	and	other	diseases,	
and	start	leadership	conferences	to	spearhead	other	local	projects.	He	also	coordinated	a	community	
initiative	named	Project	Greatness	in	2015.	After	receiving	inspiration	from	his	cousin's	ministry,	he	
coordinated	over	sixty	of	his	peers	to	make	and	distribute	over	300	meals	for	those	in	need	in	
downtown	Atlanta	in	honor	of	the	Thanksgiving	season.	He	holds	several	leadership	positions	including	
president	of	National	Honor	Society,	Science	National	Honor	Society,	the	Chick-fil-A	Leadership	
Academy	and	a	21CL	Youth	Ambassador	and	Leadership	Connect	Scholar.	

Jordan	Purcell,	a	senior	at	Arabia	Mountain	High	School	in	DeKalb	County,	is	an	advocate	for	youth	
leadership	in	action	and	for	destigmatizing	mental	health.		After	attending	a	21st	Century	Leaders’	
summer	leadership	institute	after	her	sophomore	year,	Jordan	was	inspired	to	incorporate	a	21st	
Century	Leaders’	Youth	Leadership	Center	(YLC)	at	her	school.	With	just	a	basic	foundation	to	operate	
the	center,	Jordan	built	one	of	21st	Century	Leaders	most	successful	student-run	centers.	Because	of	her	
efforts,	several	students	had	the	opportunity	to	either	attend	one	of	21st	Century	Leaders	summer	
programs	or	gain	paid	summer	internships	with	corporations.	Through	this	student-run	program,	
members	are	able	to	practice	leadership	and	teambuilding	skills	by	planning	community	service	
projects	and	leadership	forums.	In	observance	to	Bullying	Prevention	Month,	Jordan	led	the	center	to	
host	a	Bullying	Discussion	Panel	where	professionals	offered	students	advice	about	bullying	and	what	
they	can	do	to	make	school	a	safe	environment	for	everyone.	In	2016,	Jordan	spent	8	weeks	working	in	
the	Rainnie	Lab	at	Yerkes	National	Primate	Research	Center,	where	she	conducted	trials	on	the	
prevention	of	anxiety	disorders,	particularly	Posttraumatic	Stress	Disorder.		

Vikram	Ruppa-Kasani,	a	junior	at	Chattahoochee	High	School	in	Fulton	County,	is	the	founder	of	Buddies	
for	Seniors,	an	organization	that	provides	technology	training,	cultural	performances	and	social	
connections	for	senior	citizens.	Vikram’s	inspiration	to	volunteer	in	this	space	comes	from	his	personal	
experience	while	helping	his	grandma.	He	realized	seniors	experience	significant	hurdles	hindering	the	
use	of	popular	and	practical	apps	that	can	greatly	benefit	their	lives.	Buddies	for	Seniors	has	served	over	
500	senior	citizens,	engaging	60	volunteers	in	over	750	service	hours.	Not	only	does	Buddies	for	Seniors	
address	the	loneliness	experienced	by	43%	of	seniors	by	enabling	them	to	connect	with	friends	and	
extended	or	overseas	family	through	social	networks	and	communication	apps,	it	organizes	workshops	
on	topics	ranging	from	cyber	security	and	internet	scams,	to	establishing	a	living	will	and	power	of	
attorney.	To	encourage	more	volunteer	involvement	within	his	organization	and	others,	Vikram	
developed	a	free	mobile	application,	Volunteer	Tracker,	to	record,	track	and	report	volunteer	activities,	
which	has	been	downloaded	by	over	1,100	users.	Vikram	has	also	organized	book	drives	and	led	the	
initiative	to	build	libraries	in	2	schools	in	Ghana	and	Lesotho	in	Africa	by	collecting	2,500	books	and	
funds.	Vikram	has	received	the	"Global	Literacy	Champion"	award	from	the	African	Library	Project	
organization	and	the	2016	President’s	Gold	Volunteer	Service	award	from	the	National	and	Community	
Service	Corporation.		



Shreya	Shah,	a	senior	at	George	Walton	Comprehensive	High	School	in	Cobb	County,	founded	the	first	
dental	club	at	the	high	school	level	in	the	state	of	Georgia.		Through	the	club,	students	interested	in	
pursuing	a	career	in	dentistry	have	opportunities	to	network	with	industry	professionals,	explore	the	
field,	and	attend	workshops	on	the	latest	dental	technologies.	The	Walton	Dental	Club	offers	internship	
and	job	shadowing	opportunities	and	provides	education	on	the	importance	of	dental	hygiene	for	good	
health.	The	Walton	Dental	Club	has	60	members	and	is	endorsed	by	one	of	the	largest	dental	companies	
in	Atlanta.	In	addition	to	promoting	dental	health	and	education,	Shreya	is	an	advocate	for	the	hearing	
impaired.	Her	parents	were	cautioned	that	due	to	her	severe	hearing	loss	she	may	never	speak;	Shreya	
is	fluent	in	three	languages,	is	a	winner	of	oratory	contests,	creates	inspirational	videos	for	deaf	
students	and	is	in	contact	with	research	universities	to	learn	about	advanced	Cochlear	implants	and	
STEM	cell	research.	Shreya	hopes	the	Walton	Dental	Club	will	become	a	model	for	similar	clubs	at	other	
schools.		

Austin	Sharpe,	a	senior	at	Alexander	High	School	in	Douglas	County,	co-founded	Cool	Kidz	Closet	in	
2015,	a	non-profit	that	provides	school	supplies,	new	and	gently	used	clothing	and	backpacks	to	
underprivileged	elementary	students	in	Douglas	County.	Inspired	by	his	mother,	a	school	teacher	who	
regularly	bought	clothing	and	supplies	for	her	students	in	need,	Austin	and	his	sister	decided	to	start	a	
charity	to	address	the	needs	of	their	community.	Austin	believes	that	confidence	in	what	you	wear	can	
help	a	student	be	successful	in	school,	so	he	created	local	shopping	days	for	students	in	need	all	across	
the	county.	They	started	with	a	yard	sale	to	raise	the	$800	needed	to	establish	Cool	Kidz	Closet	as	a	non-
profit,	then	organized	clothing	drives	and	collected	resources	for	children.	Austin	and	Tiffany	act	as	
personal	shoppers	for	students	as	they	select	multiple	new	outfits,	book	bags,	and	school	supplies.	Over	
the	past	2	years,	Cool	Kidz	Closet	has	given	away	over	$7,000	worth	of	clothing	and	supplies	and	
supported	hundreds	of	elementary	students.	Austin	hopes	that	in	the	future	he	will	be	able	to	make	
Cool	Kidz	Closet	a	state	wide	program	that	will	help	thousands	of	students	each	year	gain	confidence	
that	will	one	day	make	them	the	future	leaders	of	change.		

Lauren	Smith,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Harris	County	High	School	in	Harris	County,	is	shaping	
young	leaders	of	the	world	through	her	program,	Global	Citizens	Academy.	Lauren	developed	a	10-part	
curriculum	that	encourages	elementary	students	to	develop	positive	leadership	skills,	achieve	their	
goals	and	help	their	community	at	the	same	time.	Lauren	attributes	much	of	her	inspiration	for	Global	
Citizens	Academy	to	her	experiences	with	the	21st	Century	Leaders’	summer	leadership	institutes	she	
attended.	Lauren	wanted	to	provide	younger	students	the	kind	of	leadership	training	she	received,	so	
she	began	developing	her	ideas	for	the	Global	Citizens	Academy	during	her	junior	year.	Now	in	its	
second	year,	Global	Citizens	Academy	teaches	socio-economically	disadvantaged	young	students	
leadership	skills,	life	lessons,	empathy	for	the	less	fortunate,	and	support	and	friendship	to	those	in	their	
community	and	abroad.	Lauren	visits	the	elementary	school	twice	a	month	to	teach	her	lessons	to	a	
group	of	30	students	and	ends	the	series	with	a	graduation	ceremony.	Her	lessons	are	currently	being	
developed	into	a	standard	curriculum	that	other	schools	can	implement	around	the	state.	Lauren	has	
held	additional	leadership	roles	such	as	Student	Government	and	SkillsUSA	Chapter	President.			



Christopher	Weaver,	a	senior	at	the	Lovett	School	in	Fulton	County,	founded	his	own	501(C)(3)	non-
profit	organization,	American	Heroes	for	Hire.	American	Heroes	for	Hire	hosts	monthly	job-readiness	
fairs	for	veterans,	providing	free	access	to	resume	building,	mock	interviews	and	the	ability	to	schedule	
job	interviews	at	vet-friendly	companies.		After	witnessing	how	unemployment	and	homelessness	is	
affecting	veterans,	Christopher	began	to	learn	how	to	combat	increasing	military	veteran	
unemployment	rates	during	the	summer	of	2015.	Christopher	is	growing	partnerships	and	resources	to	
make	American	Heroes	for	Hire	a	sustainable	effort	–	the	first	event	in	August	2016	was	endorsed	and	
promoted	by	the	Georgia	Department	of	Veterans	Services,	United	Way,	Senator	Johnny	Isakson's	
office,	Gateway	Center,	the	American	Legion,	and	the	Veterans	Administration.	He	has	recruited	human	
resources	professionals	from	Coca-Cola,	Southern	Company,	and	Southern	Gas	Company	to	conduct	the	
mock	interviews,	worked	with	Vajobs.com	to	connect	veterans	to	their	job	database,	secured	computers	
and	printers	for	resume	workshops,	and	raised	over	$1,000	to	cover	his	operational	costs.	He	has	
trained	several	student	volunteers	and	is	creating	a	manual	and	guidelines	for	hosting	fairs	so	that	
American	Heroes	for	Hire	can	continue	its	service	to	veterans.	Christopher	is	a	candidate	for	admission	
to	The	United	States	Military	Academy	at	West	Point.	

Alvin	Winston,	II,	a	21st	Century	Leaders	senior	at	Charles	R.	Drew	Charter	School	in	Fulton	County,	
where	he	serves	as	the	Student	Body	Vice	President	and	as	Chairman	for	21st	Century	Leaders’	Youth	
Ambassadors.	Though	he	previously	served	as	Freshman	Class	President	and	Student	Body	President	his	
sophomore	and	junior	years,	he	consciously	stepped	down	as	president	to	make	way	for	fresh	
leadership.		As	a	member	of	his	inaugural	graduating	class,	Alvin	had	the	goal	of	making	the	path	to	
leadership	easier	for	those	that	wish	to	serve	after	him;	he	successfully	applied	his	love	of	government	
and	politics	into	drafting	the	school’s	SGA	Constitution,	Code	of	Ethics	and	Conduct,	and	Club	Norms,	
which	had	not	existed	before	at	his	school.	He	led	the	planning	of	four	homecomings,	bi-monthly	service	
projects,	and	numerous	volunteer	opportunities.	As	the	first	ever	Chairman	of	the	21st	Century	Leaders	
Youth	Ambassadors,	per	his	recommendation	that	the	group	should	be	entirely	student-led,	he	
leverages	the	leadership	potential	of	his	peers	with	opportunities	to	lead	and	manages	the	agenda	for	
monthly	meetings.	He	spearheaded	the	organization’s	first	two	holiday	drives	where	over	1000	
toiletries,	articles	of	clothing,	and	toys	were	collected,	and	further	shared	his	passion	for	government	
and	politics	as	the	co-organizer	of	a	youth	leadership	summit	for	more	than	80	high	school	students	
around	the	state.		Alvin	is	also	the	leader	of	Book	Buddies	Club,	which	improves	children’s	literacy	
through	reading,	and	is	a	published	children’s	book	author	himself.	




