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Jamil Atkinson, a senior at the Lovett School in Fulton County, coordinated a group trip to the Intag 

region of Ecuador in the summer of 2017. After witnessing the extreme degradation of the local 

environment as a result of government-backed open pit mining and the impact it had on Intag locals’ 

ability to produce their products, Jamil created a way to sell the products in the United States on an 

annual long-term basis. While in Ecuador, Jamil worked directly with the producers of multiple products 

(honey, coffee, aloe vera soap, and woven goods) to ultimately create a holiday gift basket. Additionally, 

Jamil produced a short documentary, titled Negocios y Cestas: An Opposition to Mining that showcases 

the production of the goods included in the basket and raises awareness of the harm done by mining 

projects. In its initial run, Jamil sold all of the gift baskets within the span of a few weeks. Through the 

sale of these gift baskets, Jamil raised over $4,000 for locals in the Intag region of Ecuador. With plans to 

double production next year, Jamil hopes that this project will continue to be an annual fundraiser for 

the locals of Intag. On top of this project, Jamil holds several leadership positions, including President of 

Lovett’s Environmentally Responsible Investment Group and President of Lovett’s Young Investors Club. 

Jamil plans to attend a four-year university in the fall and continue to explore the fields of economics 

and sustainability in creative ways. Jamil attended the 21CL Summer Youth Leadership Institute (SYLI) in 

2015. 



Justice Bigot, a senior at The Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology in Gwinnett 

County and a member of 21st Century Leader's Youth Leadership Council, started his own multimedia 

production business, Just Ice Productions, upon entering high school his freshman year. Since its 

founding, Justice has established a long list of clients and a nationally recognized portfolio of works. One 

of his works of note is a documentary he produced for the Gwinnett County Sherriff’s Department to 

spread awareness for STRAP (Seeking the Right Amenable Path), a nonprofit that rehabilitates youth 

who have violated the law and advocates for alternatives to incarceration. Because of his documentary, 

the STRAP program has been able to educate more parents and their children, along with the juvenile 

court system, to the benefits of enrolling in this alternative program. For seven years Justice suffered 

from alopecia areata, and he now mentors kids who have alopecia through the Beautiful Kids 

Organization. Justice also spends his Saturday mornings volunteering with STRAP. Justice attended 

21CL’s Turner Voices Youth Media Institute (TVYMI) in 2017. 

 

Jonelle Christopher, a senior at Northside High School in Houston County, has served as the FBLA 

parliamentarian as well as an Interact Club project leader at her school. Her greatest accomplishment 

and service to her community has been founding Goal Diggers Inc., a nonprofit organization aimed at 

empowering young women to set goals and polish their unique skills, as well as to prepare them for 

post-secondary education. Jonelle has been able to connect her program to resources and activities 

(beyond what the immediate community can offer) that support student advocacy, self-awareness, and 

goal setting during weekly meetings. Within one month of its founding in July 2017, Goal Diggers had 43 

members.  Jonelle’s story of Leadership is featured in the book Young Revolutionary: A Teens Guide to 

Activism, which will be released in March 2018. After high school, Jonelle intends to attend a four-year 

university and maintain a degree in Political Science before moving on to Law School. Jonelle plans to 

live out her passion to advocate for others by becoming a politician. Jonelle is a member of the Youth 

Leadership Council and attended SYLI in 2016 and TVYMI in 2017. 

 

Sydnie Cobb, a senior at DeKalb Early College Academy in DeKalb County, began her Girl Scout Gold 

Award with a goal of advancing girls’ education in Malawi by fulfilling the schools’ sanitary napkin 

shortages; however, without any formal contacts in the country, Sydnie could not determine a cost-

effective way to deliver the supplies. Utilizing the contacts she gained through 21st Century Leaders, 

Sydnie was able to connect with Patrick Solomon, a 21st Century Leaders’ board member and former 

Senior Vice President of Human Resources at the CARE organization. After pitching her idea to CARE, the 

organization agreed to deliver the supplies to her eight target schools in Malawi. Over the course of 

nearly 140 hours, Sydnie directly engaged with approximately 400 people across the Atlanta area to 

raise awareness about how the sanitary napkin shortage infringed upon the academic lives of girls in 

Malawi. Her project culminated with her donating $6,155 worth of sanitary napkins to 700 girls in the 

Kasungu region of Malawi. On a local level of impact, Sydnie hosted six sexual violence awareness panels 

and seminars, reaching over 2,000 people by sharing information and resources through social media. In 

addition to being a Girl Scout Gold Award recipient, Sydnie is also a 21st Century Leaders Youth 

Ambassador (2016-2018), DeKalb Early College Academy Student Body President, and the president of 

the 21CL Youth Leadership Center at her school. She attended TVYMI in 2016. 

 



Courtney Copeland, a senior at the Galloway School in Fulton County, is the founder of “Supply Circle,” 

a fundraising campaign for art and school supplies begun in 2015 for children at underserved schools in 

Jamaica, where her family is from. Courtney makes yearly visits and supply deliveries to primary schools 

in Mandeville, Jamaica at the beginning of each academic year. Education and service continue to be a 

crucial aspect of her life, and she knows that there are other countries suffering from lack of funds 

towards education. Courtney believes that when those students feel confident and prepared, then they 

will succeed inside and outside of the classroom. In addition to providing over $200 worth of school 

supplies – enough for three schools – Courtney started the ME (Minority Empowerment) Forum at her 

school as a response to microaggressions witnessed within her school community. The ME Forum allows 

students and faculty to learn from one another’s differences, attend conferences on diversity, and 

enrich the school’s culture with more diverse student activities. In the future, Courtney hopes to expand 

Supply Circle by creating additional chapters throughout the Caribbean. Courtney attended SYLI in 2017 

and is a POSSE Scholar. 

 

Sofia Eidizadeh, a junior at the Atlanta International School (AIS) in Fulton County, is an outstanding 

leader in and outside of the classroom. She is the leader of the community service group at her school 

called Aprendiendo Inglés Sólido (Translated: Learning English Solidly) and of the Student Ambassador 

Organization for AIS. The service group provides free after-school tutoring services to low income 

Hispanic and Latino families attending Garden Hills Elementary School, in partnership with La Amistad, 

Inc. During the school year of 2015-2016, Sofia helped raise enough funds to give La Amistad a $4,000 

donation to support the students of La Amistad. La Amistad named her the Volunteer of the Year in 

2017 for her efforts with the organization. She believes that all students, no matter their race, religion, 

or financial capability should be able to receive high quality education so that they can be successful in 

life. The group has also reached a record high of 62 members and provides one-on-one tutoring services 

for all the students. Being the leader of the Student Ambassador Organization, she organizes several key 

events such as back to school night, admissions open houses, and gives tours to prospective families 

regularly. Sofia is a member of the Youth Leadership Council and attended SYLI in 2017. She is convinced 

that by leading and getting involved, she has become a better person: more compassionate, modest and 

aware of the positive impact that she can have on a cause that she is passionate about. 

 

Hally Farnum, a senior at Emanuel County Institute in Emanuel County, is the oldest of three siblings.  

Her mother, who has fostered over 186 children, has been a great influence in her life.  Hally connected 

her friends with the children, creating a rotating schedule for them to share their expertise and teach 

the kids life and social skills. When asked, she credits her independence and determination to the values 

that have been instilled in her ever since she was born. Hally’s most satisfying accomplishment was 

establishing the “There’s a Story Behind Our Praise” dance concert, which she started when she was 9 

years old and which serves to raise money for her church’s youth program. The money raised goes into 

the building up of the surrounding community for various different youth programs. The money raised 

has been used to help fund a “Grace Center,” a space used as an education center, tutoring center, and 

general community center for the people in the nearby areas. Her annual fundraising concert, which is 

held every spring, has helped to raise approximately $5,000, and is still growing stronger every year. 

Hally states that the most important part of this initiative is working with the younger girls who 



participate, mentoring and helping them to understand the story behind their praises. Hally is a member 

of the 21CL Youth Leadership Center at her school. 

 

John Graves, a senior at Sonoraville High School in Gordon County, is the founder and president of 

Players for Life, a nonprofit with the mission of removing the financial barriers that could prevent 

underserved children in the community from participating in recreational athletics. The organization 

utilizes corporate donors and equipment drives to partner with local school systems, recreation 

departments, and community organizations to meet the needs of the identified students. Since its 

founding six months ago, Players for Life has raised nearly $1,000 for sports equipment and registration 

fees, impacted nearly 50 underserved students in the community, and created over 30 hours of 

community service for local high school students. This December, the organization partnered with a 

local Chick-fil-a to provide a Christmas party promoting an active lifestyle at the area Boys and Girls 

Club. In 2018, Players for Life already has students from local elementary schools signed up to 

participate in every sports season and John plans to leave the organization in the hands of another 

promising local high school student. A former 21CL Youth Ambassador and 2015 SYLI participant, John is 

also his class Valedictorian, STAR Student, captain of the varsity track and cross-country teams, as well 

as the co-founder of a joint US-African tech startup that provides advanced data analytics for the non-

franchise restaurant industry. John hopes to attend a top university and pursue a major in finance or 

economics, with the ultimate goal of starting a private equity firm with a focus on African tech startups.  

 

Jeremiah Sterling Hall, a junior from Hancock County attending Georgia Cyber Academy, is very active in 

his church and community.  He is a youth minister and a drummer for Jones Chapel A.M.E. Church and 

the Emoni Gospel Singers.  He is the co-owner and baker for Heavenly Pies, putting "A Piece of Heaven 

in Every Bite" since 2014. During the summer, Jeremiah was selected to participate in 21CL’s week-long 

EarthCare program and was also one of only 16 students selected out of hundreds of applicants to be a 

part of the Hospitality Careers Academy.  During the Hospitality Careers Academy Jeremiah made quite 

the impression on the HCA mentor team as well as a few other leaders in the building. The Classic 

Center Cultural Foundation chose him for a cash scholarship in the amount of $2,500.  Jeremiah has a 

passion for helping others and is a weekly volunteer for Helping Hands, which provides food for the 

elderly and people in need within the community.  Along with his older brother Isaiah, Jeremiah has 

started a phone ministry within the community in which they call the elderly and check on them weekly.  

Jeremiah is extremely humbled and appreciative for the opportunity to grow and learn.  He is very 

ambitious, smart, and hardworking, but most of all he loves the Lord and wants his light to shine where 

ever he goes. Jeremiah is currently raising his first herd of cattle and due of his love for farming, plans to 

be the owner of a production farm. 

 

Jestini Jordan, a senior at Rockdale Magnet School for Science and Technology in Rockdale County, 

began a Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive with her friends after realizing that people in her community, 

some being her own peers, needed non-perishable food items that would last throughout the summer. 

The first PB&J Drive in 2017 made over 75 donations. As the president since sophomore year of both 

Student Council and the Spanish National Honor Society, Jestini has initiated notable events at her 

school, such as Heart Week in February for self-love and self-worth, and a Hispanic-themed dance at a 

local senior living facility with her peers. Jestini embodies the definition of a servant leader in her 



community through volunteer work in programs like Model Atlanta Regional Commission and 21st 

Century Leaders’ Youth Ambassadors (2016-2018). As a junior, Jestini earned her certification as a 

Nationally Distinguished Student Leader, a distinction that only five hundred students in the United 

States have earned; her work for her school and community has been recognized as outstanding by the 

National Association of Student Councils and National Association of Secondary Schools Principals. 

Jestini attended SYLI in 2016 and TVYMI in 2017. She recently became a POSSE Scholar, a scholarship 

that recognizes and awards students who have lead exceptionally with a full tuition scholarship to their 

choice college. Jestini will be attending Texas A&M University in the fall and majoring in Industrial 

Engineering and plans to continue leading fearlessly to support her surrounding community. 

 

Srikar Karra, a junior at South Forsyth High School in Forsyth County, is the founder of Insight Chess 

Academy, which is soon to be a nonprofit. Srikar’s motivation to start the academy spurred from his 

passion for the game of chess, combined with a love to help coach children. Srikar, along with his 

younger brother, initially created Insight Chess Academy in 2017 to help support his family’s wellbeing, 

but it has now turned into a source for providing charity. This academy, which has over 25 students 

enrolled in grades K-8, has already raised over $7,000. Srikar donates these funds to international 

organizations that address malnutrition. Projects that Srikar has helped fund through Insight Chess 

Academy include the Akshaya Patra Foundation, Rise against Hunger, and The Hunger Project. Apart 

from running Insight Chess Academy, Srikar is Vice-President of his school's Chess Team, Director of 

Public Relations of the South Forsyth Student Government Association and spends most of his free time 

working on an e-commerce store he started, Adhiva.com. Srikar is enrolled in 21CL’s Leadership Connect 

and plans to attend SYLI to strengthen his business skills and further promote the academy. 

 

Sanjeev Kumar, a junior at Northview High School in Fulton County, is the founder and president of 

WHOLE Fit, a nonprofit organization that educates young adults and children about the importance of 

nutrition, wellness, and overall health. Sanjeev’s motivation to help others comes from seeing his close 

friends suffer in silence because they were embarrassed by or did not care about their mental or 

physical health. He understood that the only way to help with the problem was by bringing awareness 

and helping each other out as a community, rather than fighting alone. WHOLE Fit has reached out to 

over 10,000 individuals, 3 local high schools, and several organizations within the community to spread 

awareness. Sanjeev has hosted many different events such as an All-Day Field Day which teaches young 

adults how to relax and have fun while staying active, the WHOLE Fit Summer Classes where Sanjeev 

and his team taught over 200 children about healthy recipes to try at home and fun games to stay 

active, and the WHOLE Fit Food Drive where he collected over 2,500 pounds of food for the Atlanta 

Community Food Bank. Sanjeev has also served in additional leadership roles such as Class President, 

Drum Major for his high school marching band, an Eagle Scout, and as the Leader of his own Youth 

Leadership Training Course. Sanjeev is enrolled in Leadership Connect. 

 

Priscilla Yan Lin, a senior at SKA Academy of Art & Design and Brookwood High School in Gwinnett 

County, is co-founder and board member of the Together We Can Foundation, a nonprofit devoted to 

spreading compassion among this generation’s youth by giving children and their families opportunities 

to better the community together. Through Priscilla’s leadership, the Together We Can Foundation has 

motivated many children and their parents to assist over 100 people who are without homes and to 



clean main roads as part of the Keep Gwinnett Clean Initiative. As a role model, Priscilla has inspired 

many younger students like herself to give back to the community; she has been a volunteer with both 

Tailgaters for the Homeless and Safe House for the past three years. In addition, Priscilla holds 

numerous leadership positions. She is the President of all three club chapters made available to students 

at SKA Academy, which include the Parent Teacher Student Association, National Art Honor Society, and 

Beta Club. Through her efforts, all of these club chapters have been recognized for outstanding service. 

These clubs have gone on to collaborate with the City of Duluth to share the love of art of the students 

to the community through art festivals and public arts projects. In addition, Priscilla is secretary of 

Brookwood High School’s Science National Honor Society, Historian of her school’s Beta Club, and Vice 

President of Community Development of the DECA chapter at her school, where she is also an active 

member of eleven additional clubs. With that said, it is no surprise that she has received the Presidential 

Volunteer Service Gold Medal from the National and Community Service Corporation signed by 

President Trump and has encouraged students to follow in her footsteps. Priscilla spent the summer of 

2017 participating in TVYMI and studying the medicinal benefits of Undaria Pinnatifida and Dried Kelp as 

an intern at the Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy at the University of Hawaii at Hilo.  

 

Rose Moss, a senior at Effingham County High School, created Youth Engaged in Service in the 

Community.  As Miss Effingham County High School 2017, Rose chose community service as her pageant 

platform and used it to promote her ECHS Day of Service program, a school-wide initiative in which high 

school students were able to participate in projects involving landscaping and campus beautification.  

Another prong to her platform involved creating a community service database, Youth Engaged in 

Service (Y.E.S.) in the Community.  Y.E.S. in the Community provides students with a listing of local 

community service opportunities they can be involved with.  Rose has promoted her community service 

initiatives at local civic organizations meetings, and the Y.E.S. in the Community database has been 

shared with students across Effingham County.  Rose’s passion for serving others is evident in the many 

community service activities that she is involved in, such as a nursery attendant at Compassion Christian 

Church, Effingham County 4-H Certified Teen Leader, Blessingdales Thrift Store volunteer, youth golf 

instructor, and a peer tutor.  Rose has also volunteered hours at Effingham Family Promise Homeless 

Shelter, Frank Callen Boys and Girls Club, Effingham County Recreation Department, and Effingham 

County YMCA.  Because of Rose’s service to others, she was recently featured as a Rising Star in 

Effingham Living magazine.  In addition to serving in the community, Rose is a Master 4-H’er, an Interior 

Design Youth Apprentice at Gulfstream Aerospace, and has attended all three 21st Century Leaders 

Summer Leadership Institutes.  After graduation, Rose intends to major in interior design and pursue a 

career as an interior designer at an architectural firm.   

 

Antonio Pierce, a junior at Carver Early College, is a L.E.A.D. Ambassador whose leadership is impacting 

at-risk students in Atlanta Public Schools. He transitioned from a “Counted Out” member of LEAD to an 

Ambassador, with a passion for eliminating racism through baseball and leadership. Now he is heavily 

involved in marketing, fundraising and recruitment to double the number of LEAD Ambassadors from 50 

to 100. To raise funds and awareness, Antonio will work alongside a team of professionals that will be 

interviewing the LEAD Ambassadors for their first book, Blackballed: The Stories of the Counted Out. For 

two years, Antonio has served as a liaison between the LEAD Ambassadors and the Atlanta Police 

Department for the annual “Safe at Home” baseball game between the two groups. Antonio says that 



although his life is challenging, he believes with all his heart that his future will be one of significance, 

where he can create wealth to help his family and to serve and empower his community. Antonio is 

enrolled in Leadership Connect and will be the first in his immediate family to graduate from high 

school. He is a recipient of the Urban Debater of the Year and intends to become a multimillionaire real 

estate agent. 

 

Jennifer Rice, a senior at Providence Christian Academy in Gwinnett County, is an outstanding leader in 

diverse school and community arenas. She is the founder and president of The Melting Pot, an 

international food club promoting cultural appreciation and awareness at her school. Every month, a 

country of one of the students attending her school is selected to celebrate their different cultures, 

cuisine, and language. As a member of 21CL’s Youth Leadership Council (2016-2018), Jennifer played an 

instrumental role in 21st Century Leaders’ 2016 and 2017 Ga Gives Day fundraising campaign, personally 

raising nearly $1,000. She also initiated an annual Chick-fil-A Spirit Night fundraiser for 21CL to take 

place during National Youth Leadership Month. Jennifer has published four poems in the American 

Library of Poetry and has participated in Ryan Cameron’s Annual Anti-Bullying Campaign, Cynthia 

Bailey’s School of Fashion, Savannah College of Art & Design summer seminars, Emory University’s 

CAMPFlix, the High Museum’s Pop-Up Art Exhibit, and Mt. Carmel Christian Church’s live webcast and 

video ministry.  She received first place for her Architectural Engineering design at the GA 

Tech/Kennesaw State Atlanta Center for Creative Inquiry.  Her extracurricular activities also include 

singing, acting, modeling, track, gymnastics, All-Star cheerleading, and roles as dance team captain, 

band officer, and 1st chair flute. Jennifer is enrolled in Leadership Connect, attended TVYMI in 2016 and 

SYLI in 2017, and plans to study mass communications and pursue broadcast journalism. 

 

Caroline Solomon, a junior who is homeschooled in Cobb County, co-founded with her brother "Roses 

to Retirement", a community program designed to match the beauty of a life to the beauty of a rose.  

Dismayed at observing hundreds of roses being discarded the day after Valentine's, Caroline and her 

family approached local grocery stores, asking for regular donations of roses, whether free or steeply 

discounted.  Inspired to bring youth and the elderly together in order to literally, and figuratively, take 

time to smell the roses, Caroline and her brother have organized volunteers in the community to 

distribute more than 2,300 roses in 28 "Rose Runs" to residents of local nursing homes since its founding 

in 2015. In developing the concept, website (https://rosestoretirement.com) and implementation of 

each Rose Run (including attaching message cards to each rose, preparing roses for delivery, organizing 

volunteers, and delivering the roses), Caroline has volunteered over 200 hours to this program. Caroline 

attended SYLI in 2017 and holds several leadership positions, including serving this year on the 21st 

Century Leaders’ Youth Leadership Council, as President of the local homeschool Beta Club, and on the 

Life Teen Leadership Team at her church. Due to Caroline's passion for studying languages (Russian and 

French) and participating in cultural exchange with diverse communities, Caroline was chosen to travel 

to Japan for three weeks this summer through the High School Diplomat program. As a first-degree 

black belt martial arts student, Caroline teaches youth martial arts classes three days a week and has a 

passion for the creative arts, especially sewing and drawing. In her future studies and career, Caroline 

aspires to apply her creative talents to international charity and social work. 

 

https://rosestoretirement.com/


Yannie Tan, a junior at Atlanta International School (AIS) in Fulton County, is a distinguished and 

influential concert pianist and has already amassed a great number of achievements, including the 

National First Prize Piano Performance Award. Yannie has used her talents to serve communities by 

giving motivational speeches to over 10,000 students with the intent to inspire them about classical 

music and the important role of music in our lives. Yannie has hosted numerous benefit events to 

support many worthy causes throughout the years. Making a difference is paramount for her and this 

mindset has continued through several leadership roles, including: Leader of Student Asian Cultural Club 

(SACC), Founder of the Student Culture Committee, Youth Leadership Council of 21st Century Leaders, 

Student Ambassador of the National Society of High School Scholars (NSHSS), and Ambassador of her 

school’s Model United Nations (MUN) team. Yannie is also the founder of Astutia, an organization to 

empower girls in Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM), since only 28% of all of the 

world’s researchers today are women. Girls’ under-representation in STEAM education puts a 

detrimental brake on progress towards sustainable development. Yannie’s mission is to create a STEAM 

competition for girls to foster a passion for STEAM fields and empower them to overcome 

discrimination, biases, social norms and expectations that influence the quality of education they 

receive and the subjects they study. Yannie plans to continue her mission of becoming a role model and 

an inspiration for other students throughout her high school years. 

 

Mary Grace Watson, a senior at Colquitt County High School in Colquitt County, realized as an eighth 

grader that it would be difficult to maintain a scheduled job while actively participating in all of the 

service and leadership projects that were important to her.  That scheduling constraint, combined with a 

desire to work and a passion for creating beautiful packages, led her to create Beyond the Bows 

Wrapping Company.  Each Christmas since the launch of Beyond the Bows in 2014, Mary Grace has 

wrapped hundreds of presents for families, freeing valuable time for mothers and fathers at the busiest 

season of the year while financing Mary Grace’s summer extra-curricular activities.  In addition, in recent 

years, Mary Grace used her Graphic Design skills gained through her Career Pathway to market her 

business to potential customers.  Each year her customer base grew and her profits increased.  Mary 

Grace’s entrepreneurial endeavor allowed her time to be the student director of the Choral Department 

musical for three years, serve in many leadership roles in Key Club both at the local and district levels, 

log over 300 hours of service at the Moultrie YMCA, be an active member of her church youth group and 

assist with children’s activities and mission projects, serve as a Winshape camp volunteer, work with the 

food bank, Humane Society and United Way, and play on the school tennis team.  At school Mary Grace 

sings in the Acapella Choir, is a member of FCCLA, provides graphic design support for the FFA Marketing 

team, and serves as an intern in the Guidance Department.  A highlight of Mary Grace’s high school 

career was attending TVYMI in 2017.  Mary Grace will attend the University of Georgia next fall to major 

in Public Relations and Nonprofit Leadership and Management. 

 

Whitney Williams, a junior at Roswell High School in Fulton County, is the founder and President of the 

Congressional Youth Council (CYC). The Congressional Youth Council is an organization that provides 

students in grades 9-12 the opportunity to have early exposure and engagement in the democratic 

process. During live meetings with political leaders who hold office at various levels of government, CYC 

members conduct research to gain an understanding of public policy issues, and then formulate and 

articulate their own policy opinions. CYC members demonstrate an appreciation for diversity of thought 



as they share and gain diverse perspectives on issues through interactions with political leaders and 

peers. The CYC provides youth the opportunity to advocate for issues that matter to them. As a result of 

being involved with the CYC, youth are informed, engaged and equipped to be active participants in the 

political process. Whitney has become an advocate for change through various leadership roles and 

initiatives; she is also the president of the Junior State of America Chapter at Roswell High School. The 

JSA Chapter at Roswell HS provides an excellent opportunity for students to become engaged in 

research and thoughtful discussion and debate of current events, allowing members to gain a better 

understanding of issues impacting our local, national, and global community. Whitney is an avid reader 

who serves as Youth Ambassador at the Turner Chapel AME bookstore. To share her love for reading, 

Whitney founded The Turner Chapel AME Church Literacy Club, which provides the opportunity for 

young audiences to be immersed in the wonderful world of reading.  Whitney attended SYLI in 2017 and 

serves as the 21st Century Leaders’ Youth Ambassador Community Service Chair. Whitney recently 

planned and led a book drive that raised more than 300 books for Everybody Wins! Atlanta. Whether 

working on political campaigns, leading organizations, or as a member of the Roswell High School Varsity 

Fencing Team, Whitney consistently demonstrates commitment, dedication, and drive. 

 

Henry Xuan, a sophomore at Lambert High School in Forsyth County, is a founding member of the Asian 

Student Leadership Association (ASLA), an IRS approved 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. As high school 

Student Council president, District 1 Representative of the Georgia Association of Student Council, and 

Vice President of the Future Business Leaders of America, he noticed a significant lack of Asian 

representation in leadership roles. ASLA strives to inspire middle and high school students to pursue 

leadership and community service opportunities. ASLA has created mentorship programs and hosted 

leadership seminars for up 600 people, inviting established, well-spoken, and inspiring speakers to share 

their stories and advice—including former CNN news anchor Sachi Koto, president of UPS Capital 

Corporation Ron Chang, former multimillion business owner Amanda Hammett, and prestigious Ivy 

League students. Furthermore, ASLA engages in community service events to help build an Asian-

American community that keeps its identity and also participates fully in aspects of the American 

experience. Henry and ASLA members have played music at senior living homes, partnered with the 

National Police Athletic program (PAL), and raised over $5,000 for Medshare. ASLA has also helped make 

an impact in the political world, assisting Jay Lin, the first Asian American of the Johns Creek City Council 

during his successful campaign. Henry and ASLA members hosted campaign rallies, managed social 

media advertisement, and advocated door to door in local neighborhoods and supermarkets. As a result 

of their involvement, many ASLA members have gone on to pursue many more leadership positions. 

Henry attended SYLI in 2017. 


