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“I thought I was coming to learn about the business world and what that involves 
but I have learned so much more. Coming to this institute is the best decision I 

have ever made and I am a better person because of it."
- Abigayle Sheldon, Class of 2020, Jones County High School 



About SYLI
Celebrating its 12th year, SYLI (Summer Youth Leadership Institute) is one of 21st 

Century Leaders’ one-week residential summer leadership institutes for Georgia high school 
students. SYLI@Goizueta was held the week of June 2nd - 7th, 2019 on the campus of 

Emory University's Goizueta Business School in Atlanta, Ga. 21st Century Leaders is a non-
profit organization that connect, transforms, and inspires high school students in Georgia to 

leverage diversity, exploration career opportunities, and become leaders in their school, 
community and ultimately the workforce.

Each year, students at SYLI explore the different aspects of the business world through 
hands-on workshops with passionate professionals, networking opportunities and corporate 

tours. Business professionals from The Coca-Cola Company, MarketSource, Morehouse 
School of Medicine, Piedmont Hospital, Georgia State University's School of Public Health, 
Emory Goizueta Business School’s Start:Me Social Enterprise, Atlanta Business Chronicle’s 

40 Under 40 honorees, and many more helped the students develop personal and 
professional leadership skills and explore career potentials throughout the week.   

Statewide Student Diversity & Demographics 

74 Students
59 High Schools
22 Counties

58.1% African American 
16.2% Asian/Pacific 
Islander
14.9% Caucasian
5.4% Hispanic/Latino
5.4% Multiracial

54% Female
46% Male

“I learned a few sayings that I thought were profound. One 
was: Leadership isn't about me, it's about you, and it's not 

about you, it's about everyone around you. The second 
one was: It's not about what you know, it's about who you 

know, and it's not about who you know, it's about who 
knows you." - Grant Tomlinson, Class of 2020, Rockdale 

County High School



98.5% of the students reported that this program helped improve their 
networking skills, including speaking with business professionals

97% of the students reported that their confidence as a leader increased and 
their communication skills improved because of this program

94% of the students reported that this program increased their business 
knowledge

91% of the students reported that attending this program helped improved their 
interpersonal skills and teamwork skills.

53% of students face barriers to success, including first generation college 
bound, first generation American, free/reduced lunch, and single-parent home

“It is a program that teaches you about 
business, networking, and leadership. It 
also makes you more open with people 
and willing to be yourself.” - Sierra 
Freeman, Class of 2020, Maynard 
Jackson High School

“I would recommend this program to others 
because it really helps you improve your 
communication skills, team working, and 
networking skills." -Tanaya McCutcheon, Class 
of 2022, Jackson High School

"This is a program within a program. Yes, you 
learn about leadership but you will come out 
learning much more than that." - Alix Menal, 
Class of 2020, Luella High School

Student Impact 



SYLI Highlights
150 Volunteers 

Special thank you to the following 
corporate partners who hosted 

workshops:
Goizueta Business School; Start:ME 

Social Enterprise Team 
The Coca-Cola Company

Georgia State University, School of 
Public Health

WiseThink
Meadows Health
Grady Hospital

Georgia Hospital Association
Morehouse School of Medicine

MarketSource
Atlanta Business Chronicle’s 40 Under 

40 honorees

Alumni Give Back 
21st Century Leaders’ Alumni - 18 young 

professionals and college students - 
hosted panels, workshops, and 

roundtables 

“I was impressed that they are passionate 
about this program, that they come back 

and serve back to their community and are 
influencing us to come back and to do the 

same thing." - Khalir Nickens, Class of 
2022, Screven County High School 

5 Networking Sessions
Students networked with entrepreneurs in the 

social enterprise field, 21CL alumni, Coca-Cola 
employees, leadership dinner attendees, and 

40 Under 40 honorees

4 Group Challenges
Students worked in groups throughout the 
week to think critically and solve problems, 

including the MarketSource Innovation 
Challenge, Start:ME Dolphin Tank, FEMA 

simulation, and legal breakout sessions with 
The Coca-Cola Company



                     

June 4, 2019

The Coca-Cola Company sponsored its 6th year at SYLI with its branded day. The 
students enjoyed a day at the Coca-Cola's Atlanta headquarters filled with career-
driven workshops led by Coca-Cola’s Legal and Marketing departments, featuring 

an overview of Coca-Cola's history, breakout sessions to market Sprite, a simulation 
of contract negotiation, and networking with employees. Students learned about the 

customer and brand experience from the David Watters, COO of Zaxby's, one of 
Coca-Cola's customers.

Top 2 Sessions: Brand Marketing / Legal & Negotiation 

30 
Coca-Cola 
Volunteers 

“The Coca-Cola Company experience was very beneficial because it allowed me to gain 
insight about one of the most successful companies around the world. In addition, 
learning about different marketing techniques as well as contract strategies was very 
helpful. The Zaxby’s COO presentation inspired me to follow my passion." - Hassan 
Hashim, Class of 2021, North Atlanta High School

"Overall, the Coca-Cola workshops exposed me to how many careers you can pursue in 
business and how many lives you can touch in doing so. From the marketing of Sprite by 
empowering teens to getting into a heated law debate; you can truly pursue any passion 
in the business world." - Morgan Byers, Class of 2022, East Jackson Comprehensive 
High School

"Zaxby's COO gave a highly inspiring presentation that taught more than merely 
business and incorporated life lessons." - Michael Fu, Class of 2021, Pace Academy

"My biggest takeaway was all the legal work that goes into marketing Coca-Cola and how 
much innovation went into their marketing." - Madison Kenney, Class of 2021, Georgia 

Connections Academy



Leadership Dinner & Networking

Various business executives and professionals from the metro Atlanta area formally 
dined and networked with student at our annual Leadership Dinner. During dinner, 

students had the opportunity to hear from four high-leveled executives on this year’s 
panel. 

“I experienced talking to important 
people who are in a position I want 
to be in and made me want to go to 
their level and they mentored me so 
it was good." 
- Fatima Santillan, Class of 2021, 
Gainesville High School 

“The leadership dinner in particular helped 
me out of my shyness when speaking in 
front of people and the speakers really 
gave me interest and knowledge that I am 
using now and I will be using in the future, 
that anything is possible as long as you put 
your head into it and never let anyone 
bring you down." - Jessalyn Young, Class 
of 2020, Swainsboro High School

“I enjoyed the leadership dinner and how 
the students had the opportunity to sit 
with a successful leader in today's world. 
I also liked the diversity of professional 
people who were there." - Khaila Vickers, 
Class of 2021, Dublin High School

June 5, 2019

59.4% of students said that this Leadership Dinner was their first time formally dining 
with business professionals



Honorees of the Atlanta Business Chronicle's 40 Under 40 hosted students for a corporate tour, 
networking with employees, and insight into workplace culture and company values. Student 
glimpsed a "day in the life" for various career fields and learned about pathways to success. 

"I enjoyed my corporate tour. I learned that no matter where you work you can love your job, but 
the people you work with can make the job a more enjoyable experience." - Khaila Vickers, 

Class of 2021, Dublin High School

4 Corporate Tour Sites

• Intrepid
• Morehouse School of 

Medicine
• Piedmont Hospital
• Warren Averett

Piedmont Hospital: "My corporate tour experience was beyond my wildest dreams. I am an extreme 
medicine nerd, so when I got to ask questions to three doctors (one being the CEO of Piedmont Atlanta) I 
was living my dream. Our question session was endless, and the doctors shared their true career struggles 
and triumphs. As we toured the hospital, Dr. Sharma gave us an entire cardiology wing tour including a Cath 
Lab, Ultrasound interpretation, and patient rooms. I also enjoyed our surprise meeting with the head of 
Emergency Medicine at the hospital who inspired me with his medical experiences. I already knew I wanted 
to be a doctor, but visiting this tour ignited a passion in me that I have never felt before." - Morgan Byers, 
Class of 2022, East Jackson Comprehensive High School

Warren Averett: "I went to the accounting firm where I learned that accounting is indeed beyond taxes. I 
enjoyed the tour we received because the firm was recently remodeled and the environment was super 
comfortable. Additionally, the associates who attended my group were extremely friendly and honest about 
their jobs." - Michael Garcia, Class of 2020, Cherokee High School

Morehouse School of Medicine: "I learned a lot about medical school, which was good because that is 
what I want to do later in life. I really got to experience what a day in the life of a medical student is." - Nitya 
Jella, Class of 2020, Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science and Technology

Intrepid: "Intrepid was AMAZING! I loved seeing the empowering office of women and learning their different 
jobs." - Maekaylia Jackson, Class of 2020, DeKalb Early College Academy
 

Corporate Tours 
June 6, 2019



100% of students reported that this program met or exceeded their 
expectations

95.5% of students reported that they are more likely to seek out or 
continue seeking out leadership roles because of what they experienced 
at the institute

70% of students discovered a career field they're interested in 
that they didn't realize before attending

61% of students reported their career interest was reaffirmed by 
an experience at SYLI

Impact & Impressions 

Students reported a better understanding of the following leadership 
competencies and how to put into practice as a result of the program:

"This program might be the best decision I’ve ever 
made in terms of progressing my personal abilities. I 
learned so much more about myself, business, the 
real world and about other people." - Grayson 
Schofield, Class of 2021, Harris County High School

77.6%

74.6%

73.7%

68.6%

70.1%

65.6%

Integrity & Trust

Self-Development

Communicating Effectively

Problem Solving

Building Effective 
Teams

Action-Oriented

73.1 Career Ambition



SUNDAY: Welcome to SYLI
Students arrive at Emory University and take part in leadership workshops led by the 21st Century Leaders Summer 
Leadership Team

MONDAY: Start:ME NextGEN, Social Enterprise & Entrepreneur Day
Kickoff session: Dr. Corey Dortch, Sr. Director of MBA Program, Goizeuta Business School, 21CL Alumnus 
& Board of Directors; Brian Goebel, Managing Director of Social Enterprise at Emory. 
Entrepreneur 101 & Business Idea Generation: Start:ME Team 
Networking Lunch: JP James, Entrepreneur’s Society; Jen Price, Atlanta Beer Boutique; Matt Anderson, 
King of Pops; Lisa Wise, re:loom; Joe Reynolds, Love is Love Farms; Paige Nathan, Food With 
Purpose; Katy Mallory, Dovetail Essentials (Lunch sponsored by Arby’s Foundation)
Alumni Professional Roundtables: led by Alumnus Chance Mack, 21CL Junior Board of Directors Vice 
Chair & 21st Century Leaders Alumni 

TUESDAY: Coca-Cola Day 
Welcome & Coca-Cola Connections: Jeff Kirsh, VP & Sr. Managing Counsel & Dan Redler, Sr. Manager, Customer 
Marketing, The Coca-Cola Company
Brand Marketing: Stefan Miller, Sr. Brand Manager, Sprite
Legal Matters!: Lindsey Perry, Counsel & Derek Gilliam, Labor & Employment Counsel, 
Ethics & Compliance Manager, The Coca-Cola Company 
Sales & Customer Marketing: David Waters, Chief Operating Officer, Zaxby's
Coca-Cola Final Thoughts: Hector Gallardo, VP Foodservice Sales, The Coca-Cola Company, 21CL Board 
College Panel: 21CL Alumni

WEDNESDAY: Healthcare Exploration Day 
Healthcare Rotations: Led by Dr. Jacque-Corey Cormier, Georgia State University, School of Public Health, 21CL 
Alumnus; James Nixon, COO, Meadows Health, 21CL Alumnus; Stephen Vault, VP of Business Development, 
WellStar; Machelle Baisden, Director, Medical Staff Services, Grady Hospital; Ralph Donaldson, Founder/CEO, 
WiseThink Health Solutions; Rhett Partin, SVP, Clinical Services & Public Health, Georgia Hospital Association 
Medical School 101: Dr. Shaneeta Johnson, Associate Program Director & Associate Professor of Surgery, 
Morehouse School of Medicine
Leadership Dinner at Emory University: Dinner Panelists included Art Evans, Senior Director, Talent Management, 
Atlanta Braves; Tad Low, Director, Catering Off Premise, Moe's Southwest Grill; Michelle Wells, Ph.D., Lead Medical 
Physicist, Piedmont Healthcare; and Anna Roach, Chief Operating Officer, Fulton County Government
Salsa Dancing

THURSDAY: 40 Under 40 Day
The Next Generation of Leaders: Atlanta Business Chronicle's 40 under 40 Professionals, led by Marty Fleischmann, 
CEO, The Executive Collective, 21CL Board of Directors 
Corporate Tours with 40 Under 40 honorees: hosts included Intrepid, Morehouse School of Medicine, Piedmont 
Hospital, and Warren Averett
Talent Show

FRIDAY: Presentation Day
MarketSource Innovation Challenge Presentations: Judges included Julia 
Bourne, Sean Stratton, Maurice Robinson, Jamiko Cooper
Leadership Celebration: Allison Nesbitt, Director, HR Business Partnerships, MarketSource 

www.21stcenturyleaders.org

Agenda Snapshot 
Sunday, June 2, 2019 - Friday, June 7, 2019 

http://www.21stcenturyleaders.org
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